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THE READER. 


T perſon who publiſhed theſe letters about 


| twelve years ago, obſerves the writer of 
them © never ſuppoſed they would be made. 
public, but put down the ſentiments of her heart 
in the confidence of friendſhip. This may ex- 
cuſe the inaccuracies ſome may find. Beſides, 


they are not recommended as patterns of polite 
eptiitolary correſpondence, Their merit is of 


another kind. It conſiſts neither in the fineneſs 


of the language, nor in the elegance of the man- 
ner. I really think it does, as well as in the 


_ goodneſs of the ſentiment.“ I am not aſhamed to 
recommend them as. © patterns of truly polite 


epiſtolary correſpondence :” expreſſing the nobleſt 
ſentiments in the moſt elegant manner, in the 
pureſt, yea, and fineſt language. Yet undoubtedly | 
even the beauty of language is nothing compared 
to the ſpirit which breathes throughout. Happy 


they who both 7a/te her ſpirit and are partakers of 
it: who walk in the light as he is in the light, 
and know that ke blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son 
cleanſeth from all fin, 


J. W. 


A3 [Er 


To Mrs. ## *, 


OUR letter, my ever dear friend, has been 
a great bleſſing to me. That you ſhould 
write in the ſtyle you now do, filled me with 
ſuch a ſenſe of mine own unworthineſs, and of 
the goodneſs of God to me, that it melted m 
ſtony heart, and drew tears from mine eyes. 
would the God I adore enable me to be of any 
help to you, how would my ſoul dilate in thank- 
fulneſs. Blefſed Redeemer, draw us both, and fo 
will we run after thee, O ſpirit of truth, deſcend 
on thine unworthy ſervants, and make us fully 
ſenſible of the ſeal of our redemption! Convince 
us ſtill more deeply of our fins, and make us ſtill 


more fully to know that they are Wafhed away 


by the blood of Jeſus, Thou knoweſt the*burdens 
we labour under, the diſſi pations of our thoughts, 
our wanderings in prayer, our ſpiritual ſloth, and 
all the hardneſs of our hearts. Stir us up earneſtly 
to ſcek after the things of God, and fix our in- 
conſtant minds. Thou knoweſt what we deſtre 
(for this defire comes from thee) that the love of 
the Father may abide in our hearts, We beg thine 
aſſi ſtance that we may eagerly ſeek after this love. 
O teach us the prayer of faith, and enable us con- 
ſtantly and undauntedly to pris forward toward 
the mark of the prize of our high calling. Be 
thou our guide, be thou our comforter for ever 
and ever, Amen, Amen. 5 
A 3 Wbat 


a” . 
_ = bd 
1 * 2 


What taſk have you laid upon me? I watch 
over you! I your guide! This quite. overcomes 
me. I cannot bear it. O, my love, there is nd 
one ſo much wants a guide and a director as I do, 
Sure this letter of yours was particularly deſigned 
buy providence to humble me; but unworthy as I 
: am, I will by the grace of God ſtrive to do every 
thing you defire of me; but then you muſt return 
the Nine to me, and take me into the number of 
thoſe you watch over. Let us go hand in hand in 
thoſe paths which lead to lg: life. What 
ſhall "d {ay to quicken your ſteps? It was ſaid to 
me ſince I ſaw you, by Mr. , 1 hope ſtill to 
Have a great deal more pteaſure from you, by. 
ſeeing you 45 forward. Think theſe words 
were addreſled to you by the ſame perſon. O what 
a bleſſing of God accompanies the words of one 
who is uniformly a Chriſtian, of one who fpends 
and is ſpent for the ſervice of his Maſter, of one 
who has no one view but the glory of God and 
the ſalvation of ſouls, Who would not ſtrive 
earneſtly to follow ſo bright an example? The 
very ſight of ſuch a perſon animates the ſoul in 
- (3th 55 O what ſoul which is the leaſt alive 
to God, would not even agonize to be perfectly 
renewed after the image of Chriſt ? Is your heart, 
is my heart ſo dead, that this will not affect it P= _ 
Alas, I grieve for mine own—may God give me 


to rejoice. for yours. 2 
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ave time for no more. May the bleſſing and 


- influence of the ever-adorable Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be continually with your 
ſoul. 2 TO Wd ft * 


1 am your ever- affectionate, Ec, 


— . 22 


PPT 
| I Think you are through divine grace ſtrong 
+ 22 a enough to bear what I am going to ſay to you, 
that I-have long feen a mixture of pride and 
vanity even in the beſt of your ane, 
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but I could hardly allow myſelf to believe it. 


W har! have I often ſaid, ſhall J judge fo of her, 
whom every body admires for her ſurprizing 
- modeſty and humility? Is it not becanſe the is 
more excellent than myſelf, and therefore TI am © 
' ſeeking to find ſome fault in her? Then I have 
often prayed to God not to ſuffer my ſoul to be 
deceived by any finiſter views, and to perfe@ in 
you what was wanting, And this Þ fruſt he will 
do for us both, if we keep the longing eye of our 
ſouls ſteadily fixed upon him. O for holineſs of 
heart! Let us labour, my dear companion, for 
holineſs, as a dying ſinner labours for life. 
I had yeſterday a moſt 'delightful-letter from 
Mr. . It ſent me to my knees, ſoconvinced 
of my black ingratitude to my heavenly Father, 
that I could neither find words nor thoughts ſuf- 
ficient 'to expreſs my unworthineſs; yet at the 
ſame time my heart was full of thankſgiving, 
under a ſenſe of his unbounded mercies. O help 
me, my dear friend, to be more and more thank- 
ful'! Such advantages—dearett Jeſus, now juſtiy 
great muſt be my condemnation, if 1 do not make 
ſuitable improvements. Take the latter part of' 
Mr. s letter, apply it to yourſelf conſtantly, 
evely minute if poſlible. 4 You have need theres | 


fore to watch and pray always, and then 


eſpecially when you might ſeem to have leaſt | 


need. You have reaſon'therefore to fear always 


for your enemies are always watching. But you 


have reaſon likewiſe to rejoice always; becauſe 
he that keepeth you never fleeps .... 5 
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pe | My dear Friend, i n;! IT p 
I Have read your letter with tears, and earneft 
1 prayers to God for you and for myſelf... We 
are both unworthy creatures; indeed, my love, 
We are, more unworthy than we can eicher ex- 
preſs or conceive. O let us fly to the blood of 


iprinklingl There and there alone can we find 
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Thanks be to God, that you have a clear view _ 


of your own heart.” This is a moſt profitable proſ- 


| pet, though a moſt dreadful one. Think me not 


cruel, when I wifh that the Holy Spirit may 


deeply wound your ſoul with a ſenſe of its cor- 
ruptions. The deeper the conviction, the firmer. 


the peace that follows, - | 5 
I hhardly know how to believe you, when you 
tell me you are hurried away by deſires after 


worldly happineſs. Is it poſſible? Alas, my 


Friend, pardon the harſhneſs of the expreſſion, if 
the love of the world is in your heart, you arg 


@nly a painted fepulchre, beautiful indeed out- 


wardly, but within My dear creature, I can- 
not bear to think this=A chriſtian be hurried 


away with deſires and cndeav urs after worldly 
happineſs! If St. Paul's character of a chriſtian 
is right, how far are you from being a chiiſtian,? 


Ye are dead, ſays he, and your life i; hid with Chriſt 4 


in God. 


May not theſe violent ragings of pride, vanity, 


&c. you ſpeak of, be ſome of the laſt ſtruggles of 


a dying enemy? When the ſtrong man armed- 


keepeth his hovtiſe, his goods are in peace, but 
when he that is ſtronger comes upon him to 
overcome him, and to take from him that armour 


in which he truſted, no wonder the houſe is in a 


tumult. And this I hope is your preſent caſe, 


But beware, my dear ſoul, of thinking, that you 
never ſhall be otherwiſe. Limit not the grace of 


God. He has only to ſay, Peace, be till, and im- 
mediately the winds and fea obey him. But 
how to obtain this peace ?” ©, my dear friend, 


will you follow the advice of the 'meaneftand = 
moſt unworthy of the ſervants of Chriſt? Look 


upon yourſelf as being only now fully convinced 


vet your guilt and dreadful condition. Lobk 
bpon yourſelf as a poor, loſt, helplefs, miſerable 
creature. Set before your eyes your fins, with _ 


all their aggravations ; and when your foul is 


weighed down to the duſt under a ſenſe of your 
on viſteticls, and then throw yourſelf at the foot 


of 
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of che croſs : there lie as a loathſome leper before 

the Almighty healer: there let your parched 
ſoul gaſp (with tne utmoſt ſtretch of all your 
faculties) after thofe life-giving ſtreams which 


flowed from Chriſt's hands, his feet, chis'pierced, - 


fide; and there keep the eye of your mind fixed, 
until you have a freſh ſenſe of his pardoning 
| Tove, until the ſtill ſmall voice be heard in your 
Joul—Be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven tee. 
I Was, in hopes, my dear, that I had cauſe to 
think you had gained ground: but if I was 
miſtaken, am very ſorry. God forbid, however, 
that you ſhould have gone back. I muſt not, for 
my own eaſe, believe that. The reaſon for your 
not finding” ſo much comfort as uſual flowing 
from the croſs, is becauſe you lay yourſelf tos 
much out upon outward things. I doubt not but 
your own will is indeed very powerful, and it 
will ever be ſo, While you indulge yourſelf in 
caſtle- building. Let your ſchemes be ever ſo | 
good, they are (unleſs God had given you the | 


means and power to perform them) merely the. 


creatures of your own will; and I do not know _ 
any thing that felf- will more delights in, than in 
theſe imaginary good projects. Believe me, my | 
dear ' foul, 1 ſpeak from experience. There is 
nothing more encourages ſelf-will, pride, and 
every temper we ought to ſubdue, than theſe 
ſchemes. For God's ſake ſtrive to get the better 
of this folly, 1 know your temper is naturally _ 
inclined to it, and therefore you ought to be 
more particularly watchful. Cannot you, my 
love, keep your thoughts fixed on the preſent 
moment in a Sa ndence on the leadings 
of the Spirit of God, and anly wiſhing that every 
ſucceeding moment may bring a new acceſſion ok 
grace to your ſoul, without fixing on the par- 
ticular means by which you would have it come. 
When the will is in this total reſignation to God, 
it brings a peace to the foul which cannot be de-. 
ſcribed. . SS Lit: 1 do 
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I do not like your going to Vauxhall. I think 

| on ht to try every poſſible means to get off. 
Suppoſe you were to be ſincere, and own it was 
againſt your conſcience, Pray God. direct you 
what to do. If you are really forced to go 
God will preſerve your heart from the pollution 
of the place. If this is the cafe, I think you will 


be in leſs danger of being hurt there, than in 


your viſit to Mrs, *: for in this viſit you will 
fie expoſed to the worſt enemy you have, that is, 
Jourſelf, With thoſe good Pebple wem you love 
and admire, and who love and admire you, you 
will without the moſt conſtant watchfu 15 Be 


ne 


continually falling into ſelf-ſeeking and felf - 


| —_— Z 


fear, my love, you will ſoon think me too 


plain in my ſpeaking; but I cannot anſwer it to 


* 


my conſcience, ſince what has paſt- between us, 


not to warn you of every thing which ſeems to 


me to prevent your progreſs in grace. Do not 
imagine though, that I wiſh you would not make 


this viſit to Mrs. ; quite the contrary ; but I 
wiſh you to keep the moſt conſtant guard upon 


I am your ever ſincere and affeftionate, 87. | 


— 
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y dear Friend, | | | 
I Thank- God that you now ſee the danger of 
1 wandering imaginations in a clearer light: but 
I rannot gueſs what ſchemes a heart like yours 
(which I ſhould hope was defirous of nothing 

but what immediately tended to increaſe in it the 
love of God) 2 which are not for what 


* 
+ 


.we call doing g 


if you can by an act of your will waſte a thought 
on any future view of happineſs, that regards 
only your lituation in this world, you are yet far 
1 55 5 þ © from 


arg own heart, that what ſhould' be for your 
ealth be not unto you an occaſion of falling, 


Depend upon it, my dear, 


3 
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1 

from the kingdom of God. To a foul that has 
but the loweft ſenſe of the pardoning love of God, 
every thing that does not lead to a greater ſenſe 
of this love is inſipid. Outward things, accord- 
ing to the preſent circumſtances we are in, ought 
to be attended to with prudence, though not with 
anxiouſneſs; but that foul which runs after them 
in future ought to tremble, My dear creature, are 
we not every moment on the brink of eternity, 
and may plunge in the next, for.ought we know 
What then have we to do but every moment to 
graſp after new degrees of prac new power over 
in, a ſtill higher ſenſe of the love of God ſhed 
abroad in our hearts? „ Without holineſs no man. 
ſhall ſee the Lord“ - Alas] what is a life of ſixty 
or feventy years ſuppoſing we could be certain 
of ſo many) to attain univerſal holineſs? And 
ſhall we loſe a moment? Outwardly we muſt a 
great many, but ſtill our hearts may be gaining 
ground in the ſteady purſuit of that end for which 
we were created, and to which we have ſuch 
glorious encouragements. What! ſhall Chriſt 
cry out to us in vain, Give me thy heart? 
Or ſhall we dare to divide that_heart, which coſt 
him ſo dear? O, my friend, be jealous for your 
redeeming God. Suffer not that foul for which he 

ed his precious blood, to ſtray one moment from 
him. > | 3 5 

I am ſorry you found pleaſure at Vauxhall. 1 
could not have believed it had not you told me 


too highly of you. What a frightful diſtance is 
there l bet weem you and a chriſtian! Could 
any- one who had the mind which is in Chriſt 
have felt pleaſure where they ſaw God dif- 


honoured, and their fellow-creatures n 
headlong to deſtruction? You had reaſon indee 
o be aſhamed, and thank God that you was ſo, 


The curioſity in regard to the aſtronomical in- 
ruments might 'diſtraft your mind for a longer 
ime, but your taking delight in theſe did not 
ew ſuch an exceſſive depravity of heart, wo 
> 1 Fj | bother: 


o yourſelf, 1 ſee, my love, I have thought fa 


oY 


to urge you more and more continually to preſs 


* 


( «2 ) 


ether: for aſtronomy is only 


accidentally made z 


means of diſhonouring God, and hurting the 


ſouls of men; but Vauxhall is necefarily ſo. 
eek lan your ever affeftonate, So. 
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Write, my love, to you, to thank you for the 
1 pleaſure you gave me laſt Thurſday, and ſtill 


orwards. Young as you are, you may perhaps 
be very near the end of your courſe, and the time || 
given you to work in may, for ought you know, 
be very nearly elapſed. / That form of yours, 
which now delights the eyes of your friend, and ' 


ſeems. to promiſe a long continuance of health 


and vigour, may ſoon perhaps become defaced 
and loathſome meat for crawling worms, and that 


\ Foul, that precious and immortal ſout of yours, 


+ 
1 
f 


1 


which is now far from loving its Creator as it 
ought to do, may ſoon ſtand naked in the fight 
of that God, to whom it has been ungrate ful 
its day of probation paſt—and its lot caſt for a 
whole eternity, O my friend, my deareſt com- 
panion in my pilgrimage, I, conjure you-by all 


your heart holds dear, that you loſe not a mo- 


ment! O wy that God, who is love itſelf, fo 


' nflame your ſoul with a ſenſe of his love, as may 


Sure 


conſume all its droſs, and make it through Chriſt 
an acceptable ſacrifice to himſelf! I think the laft 


time I ſaw you I had the ſatisfaction of obſerving 


leſs of pecking: in you, than I ever did before, 
I will give me greatly to rejoice in you. 
Farewel, Whenever, my love, I think too well 


of you, fail not to fell me, and take ſhame to 


yourſelf for deceiving me. 


1 am yours, Sc. 


8 My 


2 


of * 
b : 1 
* . ' s 
7 , 5 « *. I 
þ . 7 
- * FP, 
* > / l 1 * 1 
£ * 
® ” 
3 #. 
1 2 * 1 U 
s : EB, EEE, 


” © "My dear Friend, © On Tp ee OO, 
Thank you for your letters, and rejoice at a 
I great part of the account you give me. You. 
? have been very happy indeed; and it ſeems to me, 
— that God gave you this happineſs as preparatory to 
the trials which were to enlue, and if you ſhould * 
E after this goodneſs of God towards you grieve his 
IL Holy Spirit, by ſuffering your heart to indulge 
's any temper, which you know to be contrary to 
$ | his will, what words would be ſtrong enough to 
paint your black ingratitude? I will deal plainly ' 
with you. I think you are now in a moſt danger- 
ous ſituation, Every thing around you will con- 
ſpire to tempt you to the fin which moſt eaſily | 
beſets you, and therefore you muſt 'not be one | 
moment off your guard. You mult pray without 
cealing, even in the fulleſt ſenſe of the words, 
and conſtantly ſtrive to have ſtrongly painted in 
your imagination Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, | 
There is nothing I think more tends to humble 
* us, than the conſideration. of the ſufferings of 
2 Chriſt. When you find yourſelf going to ſay 
* or do any thing with a view to praiſe, think, 
11 this temper, this vanity of mine, added to the 
0 weight of my Saviour's ſufferings, and made 
ſo ) more bitter his cup of bilterneſs. O, if you had a 


Ly foul capable of feeling, if you have one ſpark of 
{| gratitude, can you think this, and fa? Was you 


ft now ſtandingon Mount Calvary near the crofs.of © 

1g the bleſled Jeſus (ſuppoſe the dreadful deed Was | 
e. but now performing) and you ſaw the Redeemer 
u. of the world juſt nailed to his croſs, ſay, would ' '* 


$0! you help to drive the nails ſtill deeper p Would 
to | * preſs the thorns cloſer to his ſacred temples ?. 
ould you help! to incrsaſe that load, which «© +» 
made him cry out, My God, my God, why haſt tho 
forſaken me? Does not your ſoul ſhudder at the 
thought? O my friend, would you not rather 
die, gladly die, for this your ſuffering Lore? 
Would you not gladly be cut in ten thouſand 
LY | 4 pieces 


14 " 

+ f ; Pd 

1 „ VVV 

© / . t PEP 5 x . F WES. | AP 919 N ik hy * 

1 pieces to ſave him one pang ? I know you would. 

| And will you not ſtrive againſt that ſin whick 

incresſed his ſufferings? Will you not ſtrive, my 
love? -es, ſure you will. Is not every thing 


Ve can give up by far too ſmall a return for what 
this Redeemer has done for us? And ſhall we - 
not give this little? Above all ſhall we not give 
what moſt of all ſeparates us from him, our ſelſe- 
love, and ſelf-ſeeking? Think, my friend, when 
any one is hinting to you, how extraordinary you 
are“ this perſon is hy gona” driving me from 
my Saviour.” And if you ſhould, which God 
forbid, find yourſelf tempted to indulge a'vain, | 
complacency in their applauſe, think immediately 
' How their praiſe would be turned into contempt, 
did they know your heart as it really is, ud 
Þlufh for thus deceiving them. Recolle& ſome of 
the mean motives which perhaps have been the 
ſprings of ſome of your moiſt admired words and 
actions, and let your ſoul within you be humbled 
to the duſt. And, my dear, I beg you will be 
careful how you draw praiſe upon yourſelf by 
praiſing others. This is what I am very apt te 
Fall into; and therefore I am the more ſenſible . 
of its hurtfulneſs. And beware how you ſuffer. 
_ yourſelf to attempt explaining nice points of 
_ docrine, unleſs it is evident there will be good 
Aone by it, and then you may hope God vill pre- 
ſierve you from the pride which generally ac- 
companies this diſplay of the capacity. May you 
| way walk in the light of God's counte- 
nance, and go on conquering and to conquer. 


J Am glad, my dear friend: that your viſit to *** “ 
1 has been of ſuch benefit to you; and I pray 
. God to continue it to your foul, and not ſuffer 
theſe impreſſions to wear off. Temptations. 
doubtleſs will attend. every fituation we are in, 
but the ſoul that reſts ſecure in the love of God 
_ will eaſily conquer them, I wiſh you may find 
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rrore and more benefit from the church prayers e 
they are, for human compoſitions, very excellent, 
and I believe the beſt form of prayers that ever 
was put together. I cannot reproach you for” 
that which God has pardoned, but you certainly 
ought now to be more watchful, that you fall not 
again: for then great indeed would be your con- 
demnation. The danger which may accrue to 
you by going to Miſs ***, will I find be known 
to you by experience only. She is certainly a 
good creature herſelf, and I love her: but there 
is a ſpirit haunts her lodgings which is ablolutely 
contrary to the Spirit I am ſeeking after. She 
is not capable, my dear, of watching your words 
with any ill deſign. Her only view is to find out 
your errors, and if poſſible cure you of ther, 1 
doubt not but if you could converſe with her 


alone, and keep clear of diſputes, ſhe might be of 


great uſe to you, and I hope God will blefs this 
and every other means to the good of your ſoul. 
The moſt excellent people in the world will be 
of little avail, unleſs his Spirit aſſiſts, and with 
this there is nothing ſo weak and mean, but what 
may tend to . his love in our hearts. For 
my own part, ſilence and ſolitude ſeem at preſent 
beſt for me, and I am more hurt by ſome re- 
ligious people whom I converſe with, than by 
the people of the world. Indeed there is: ſcarce 
any who does not in ſome meaſure hurt me, ex- 
cept Mr. %. Numberlefs are the ſnares that 
lie in our way to the heavenly kingdom. It is 
truly a warfare, and a very difficult one, but the 
crown that awaits us at the end is well worth 
{ſtriving for, even unto blood. Beſides, the en- 


couragements and comforts we find in the way 


are glorious. ,' Sure I am, that Alexander never 
found ſo much joy in all his conqueſts, as the | 


foul that preſſes. after the footſteps of Chriſt does 


in one conqueſt over ſelf-will. There is more 


delight in ſuffering for God, than in reignin, 
with the world, To claſp the croſs of @hrilt | 
_ cloſe to the heart is 2 appineſs chan angels 


5 r cal 
Ld 2 ; 


: 13 
can give; and what inexpreſſible fatis faction is it 
to a ſoul, whole every faculty loves its Redeemer) 
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Give me to feel thy agonies, 

One drop of thy ſad cup afford: 
I fain with thee would ſympathize, | 
And ſhare the ſuff*rings of my Lord. 


be. 


OLD. ws (os Ou 5 
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O God of unſpeak able mercy, unbounded love, 
how little is all we can do or fuffer for thee! O 
that we might not have a thought, nor even a pulſe 
beat, but for our God! What is all that earth or 
heaven itſelf can give in compariſon of thee? O | 
uncreateg beauty, how does every other excellence 
fade away at thy preſence! How does a taſte of thy 
love make every other love inſipid, and a ray of 
thy light darken the brighteſt of created beings-: 
O when, when ſhall our ſouls be wholly ſwal- 
lowed up in thee! When ſhall we know thee even 
alſo as we are known! Thou knoweſt the deſire 
of our hearts, thou ſeeſt how our ſouls ſtretch, and 
pant after thee, even to fainting! O give us to 
drink of the waters ef life, even in this our pil- 
 grimage, until we come to drink freely of them 
from that river which proceedeth out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, for ever and ever. 


Amen, Lord Jeſus. ; 
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My beloved Friend, 


Have been "admiring the goodneſs of God to 
you, in 23 your being at L*** at a time 
when it muſt, inſtead of being hurtful, be profit- 
able to your ſoul. The attending the ſick bed of 
a dear relation in danger of death, is a moſt glo- 
' rious time for exerciſing a number of chriſtian 
graces. Such a ſcene as this keeps the mind in a 
moſt proper temper, humble, recollected, ſerious z 
and in your particular circumilances this illneſs 
. 5 e 
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Pony 


apprehended. How does every thing work toge- 


ther for good to thoſe who love God ! And ho 


ungrateful is that heart, which does not ſtrive - 


more and more to love him in deed and in truth! 


What, my love, are the temptations you complain 


of, and what are thoſe unaccountable ſcruples ? 
The beſt thing you-can do is, ' not to argue about 
them in your own mind, but immediately fly 20 


prayer; and if you 'cannot pray, only wiſh ear- 
neſtly to pray. It is right, that you ſhould think 


| yourſelf the vileſt creature breathing, and I am 3 
every day more and more convinced, that every 
ſoul which really loves God muſt neceſſarily in its 


own particular think the ſame: and in whatever 


proportion the love of God increafes in the ſoul, 


in the ſame proportion will the ſenfe of its own 
vileneſs and helplefineſs increaſe, till at laſt it 


is in a manner annihilated. before God. This is 
a point which the wiſdom of the world cannot 
underſtand, and which no ſcheme of doctrine 
can teach the heart; but when we truly know 
(ſus Chriſt crucified, then we can truly cry out, 
What ! - To me, ſuch love? To the vileſt and 
moſt ungrateful of all creatures ? O- whence ſuch | 


love to me ?P © 


Igrieve for the fin you fell into; Had the tem- | 
per of your mind been really charitable, you cer- | 


„ 


tainly could not lightly have ſpoken evil of any | . 


one. Nothing is more contrary to the true ſpirit 
of the goſpel, than this want of univerſal love, 


and yet there is nothing ſo common even among 


thoſe who in moſt other reſpeRs are unblameable. | 


ſhall we indeed be renewed after the image of 
Chriſt ! Adieu, %)%%%ͤͤ ik ie,” 
"2 6 55 £4 | | ; | 
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How ought we every moment to watch! O when | 
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you are to gain to 


WW 547, my dear companion, can I write ſo 
animating as your preſent circumſtances? 
God ſeems, I think, in a moſt peculiar manner 
to watch over your ſoul for good, What in- 
_ tereſting, what Mar ARGUng ſcenes, have you, 


gone through? The account I have had of your 
5 death, has made me ſee the goodneſs of God 

to you in the {ſtrongeſt light, and I am ready to 
ſhudder, when I think that it is poſſible, even 


after all this, that you ſhould again be ungrateful. 


O watch every moment! Think what horrors || 
and agonies you mult feel if you ſhould now ſuf- 
fer your heart to e Com this tender and 
merciful God! The circumſtances you are now in 
are like five talents given to your care. Remembe 
them five talents more, or ex 
pet to hear theſe dreadful words — Thou flothful 
and wicked ſervant, Sc. — Your heavenly Father 
ſeems to be making a plain way before your face. 
I ſee you in a light almoſt proplietical. I rejoice, 
and yet I tremble. You ſeem pointed out, I think, 
as an inſtrument in the hands of God for the con- 


_ verſion of Miſs**® ; but here you will be in dan- 


ger from your old enemies, pride, and love of 
teaching, above all that ſelf-ſetting-up. which you 
have found ſo difficult to overcome. O.my dear 


love, fail not every hour of the day to pray par- 


ticularly for F N I truſt you are not in dans. 

er from any increaſe of fortune. No ſurely. The 
Wart of my beloved friend cannot be ſo mean 
and low, as to pride itſelf in droſs and dirt. Per- 
haps you will find ſome difficulties in regard to 
the tempers of your *** ; how necelfary will it 
be for you in this caſe, to place conſtantly before 


your eyes the meekneſs and lowlinefs of the Lamb 


of God? And fear not, you will in all theſe 
things be more than conqueror through him who 
has loved you, SR Yo Een, 


4 pity . 


* 


— 


Pei jou my dear friend: 1 ſaw yeſterday that 
1 your 


that our hearts may be conſtantly fixed on him, 
and we (as it were) walk through the fire without 


that time, yet I may ſtill repeat the ſaying, and 


that believeth,“ ſaid the God of truth; and why 
then do not you and I conquer all fin ? Becaufe 
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fuffer the dark clouds of our fallen nature to ob- 


| lineſs, bas all the outward marks of a true believer, 
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ad Was full, and your heart not ſo warm 
towards God as it ſometimes is, O when ſhall 
we be free from theſe diſtractions ? Or rather 
when ſhall our love to our Redeemer be fo intenſe, 


being burnt? 1,remember having ſometimes ſaid 
to you, the beginning of laſt ſummer, “ There is 
more a vaſt. deal in faith than we all imagine: 
and though, thanks to the free grace of God, we 
both know more of faith now, than we did at 


continue to repeat it, till our eyes are fully open+ 


* 


ed in eternity. 4 All things are poſſible to him 


we do not believe. The unbounded riches of the 
grace of God in Chrift Jeſus are hardly more af- 
toniſhing, than the perverſeneſs of that ſoul, 
which will not fully truſt in him. Chriſt ſtands 

ever ready to ſave to the uttermoſt, if we will but 
believe, that he can, and will do it; but we draw 
back and fhrink from his redeeming hand. We 


ſcure the glorious light of the promiſes of God. 
And though our heads may be fully convinced of 
their truth, and we may have ſome deſires of at- 
taining them, yet there is in the centre of our 
fouls an hiddery root of unbehef, which juſt ag we 
are going to lay hold on the prize, whiſpers - 
How can theſe things be?” And then we fink, | -- 
I have heard it obſerved of the eagle, that ſne 
holds her young ones full againſt the bright beams 
of the mid-day-ſun: if they behold it ſtedfaſt 7 
The nouriſhes them, but if they turn away their 
heads, or ſhut their eyes, ſhe daſhes them to the 
ground. There is fomething very ſtriking in this. 
A nominal believer who makes a profeflion. of ho- 


V: ad 


ad 


not to loſe f mma 
terial ſun, leſt the eye of our mind ſhould. by that 
means contract a, dimnels and weakneſs, Which 
| 3 us incapable of ſtedfaſtl beholding 
him, when he ſhall appear in all the fülneſs of his 
| glory. May the God of mercy preſerve you in 


s theſe daſtard eagles have of the others, but he 
cannot look ſtedfaſtly at the glorious beams of the 
ſun of righteouſneſs: and how dreadful is the 
conſequence? O my love, how, ought we to 
watch and pray! How careful ought we to be 
Fg ht, for one moment, of our imma- 


all temptations, and be your portion in time and 


My Acne Friend, „ W e 1h of 
1 Praiſe God with my whole heart for your hap- 
1 pineſs and ſtrength, and I pray him to increaſe 
it every moment. O may that bleſſed peace never 
leave your ſoul: it is eternal life begun, and ten 


thouſands laid in the balance with this peace 
would be all lighter than vanity. It is a glorious 


ſign, that in outward troubles, or inward temp- 


-tations, you can leave the means of your deliver- 


ance intirely to God, without ſuffering your ima- 
gination to run after the manner in which you 


probably may be delivered. O that we could al- 
Ways venture ourſelves upon the mercies of God! 
Then would he indeed work wonders fur us 
-wonders which we now can ſcarce believe, though 


the God of truth himſelf declares them unto us. 
And this God will ſurely keep you in the dangers 


to which you are going to be expoſed, if you will 
be watchful to keep the eye of your mind continual- 
ly turned towards him, and wait and hang upon him, 


as a little child on its fond parent; drawing all 
your help, all your comfort from him, and him 


alone. If you have but little out ward retirement, 
ſhut more cloſely the door of your heart, and 


there in its inmoſt receſſes commune with yo ur 


* 


ſtrength may but 


"If, mn; 1 
God, and Redecmer ; there be continually crying 
unto him — Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou 
 knoweſt that I love thee; thou knoweſt, O life 
and joy of my foul, that J defire nothing but to 
do thy perfect will, and to be conformed to the 
likeneſs of thy ſufferings, as well as to the: like- 
neſs of thy reſurrection. O crucify in me the 
whole body of fin ! Give me an humble, a mor- 
tified, and child-like ſpirit, and in thine own 
good time perfect the work thou haſt begun in 
my JON: Ct i os 5 
As to examples which are not good, I hope 1 
may ſay that all the effect they can have upon 
my beloved friend (in her preſent happy ſtate of 
mind) will be to drive her nearer to her God, and 
in that nearneſs what comfort does the believing 
ſoul fink? 335000 4 
What though earth and hell engage | 
To ſhake that ſoul with fear; 
_ Calmly it defies the rage 
Of perſecution near. 


Suffering faith ſhall brighter grow, 

As gold when in the furnace tried: 

Only Jeſus will we know., 8 8 
And Jeſus crucifi'd, 


e 
3 


Ves, my love, let thoſe who ſtile themfelves our 5 
beſt friends, join with the world in calling us 
mopes and enthufiaſts, Still ſtedfaſtly fixed on the 


rock which cannot be moved, we will endure, 


nay joyfully take up the reproach for his ſake, 
who hid not his blefled face from ſhame and ſpit- 
ting for our ſakes, to make us (accurfed and loft 
creatures) heirs of eternal glory. O that his 
accompany us, and the light of 

his countenance continually abide with us; and 
then we ſhall not fail to go on conquering, and 
to conquer. Amen. e,, 
For God's ſake avoid diſputes of all kinds. 

was delighted the laſt time you was with me, to 
5M N fs : | obſerve 


* 


f 


obſerve that you was greatly altered for the better 
in this reſpect. Think not that Iwill omit to pray | 
for you, and fail not to pray for me. O my friend, 

Toon will time be ſwallowed up in eternity. 


* 1 


as nnn 


1 Readily believe you, my dear friend, that you 
1 have not brought back the ſame heart you car- 


ETSY 3 C11 1 


ried with you: for I thought I diſcovered the 

two laſt times I ſaw you,, a falling off from the 

grace you had, and the happy ſtate of mind you 

had been in: but for God's ſake ſtrive to recover 
W yourſelf before you are ſunk lower. Think how 
dreadful your caſe will be, if you ſhould fo grieve 
1 the Spirit of God, as to cauſe him to depart from 
you. I know your heart to be ungrateful and de- 
. ceitful; and you yourſelf know full well how 
Wt . - much it is ſo ; but fear not to fearch into its moſt 
. hidden corruptions. Was it ten times more vile 
ith and polluted than it is, the blood of Jeſus is all- 
. ſufficient to cleanſe it. And my dear ſoul, let mie in- 
il! treat you, earneſtly to ſeek after a clear and con- 
1 ſtant ſenſe of the pardoning love of God. This only 
4:08 can enable you to trample. all temptations under 
1 your feet: believe me, unleſs you really walk in 
Wit the light of his countenance, you never can con- 
1 quer all the powers and works of darkneſs. 0 
Wit h Sek the peace which paſles all underſtanding. 
1 You have need enough of it, I am ſure, conſider- 
of ing the many ſnares you walk in. I really fear 
. you do not diligently ſeek after God: 'tis very 
Wi! Certain they that ſeek ſhall find; and therefore 
1 that the Redeemer is not fully manifeſted in your 
. ſoul is entirely owing to your ſloth and negligence, 
Witt | How is it poſſible for you to keep your ground 
mW | againſt temptations Which are continually ftriking 
1 upon your ſenſes, unleſs you have in you the ſub- 
{i ſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
I not ſeen ? When our underſtandings are clear 
Wi! in goſpel : doctrines, we are too apt to imagine 
. e PT hs R 
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our hearts are ſo. M __ dear friend, for God's lk | 
O ſuffer not your ſoul to 
reſt till you can ſay with full aſſurance of faith, 


deceive not yourſel 


„My fins are forgiven,” Depend upon it this is 
the firſt ſtep in true Chriſtianity, O ery to God 
every moment from the bottom of your heart, and 
he will do mote for you, than you can either aſk 
or think. I am a witneſs of his free and boundleſs 


mercy. For ſome days paſt I have been in the wile 


derneſs, my ſoul weary, faint, and deſolate: no re- 


joicing in God: not one ray from the ſun of righ⸗ 
teouſneſs, but this morning, this bleſſed morning, 


my beloved returned to my ſoul, and I rejoiced 


With joy unſpeakable, and 1 could ſay with the 


fulleſt aſſurance, +4 My fins are done away Chriſt 


« is mine — God the Father is my reconciled Fa- 


ther — God the Holy Ghoſt is. my comforter 
and guide.” O my friend, my heart is now 5 
overwhelmed I can foarne. waits I could r 

a thouſand and a thouland times CO OED is 


mine. My ſoul is ready to ſpring out of its priſon, 


and 1 could at this-moment face death in all its 
molt horrible pro po to go to my Redeemer, O 
death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is 


thy victory? My dear 3 you know not w & | 
you loſe by your negligence. O ſeek, ſtrive, 


agonize; could you ſuffer the utmoſt tortures of 
body and mind, — would be all as nothing to 
gain one moment of this ſweetneſs ; ; and O pra 
tor me, that I may net by fanning grieve the bled: 
ed Comforter, and loſe my preſent peace. 


be with you, my dear e "God b "= your bod = 4 | 


now and 1 ever. 


My 'y tear Friend, 


your very . ſoul, till 


hat ſhall I ſay? 


Mourn for you, and may you mourn too from 1 
God himſelf gives | 
you the true comfort. 0 thou dear backſlider, 
Row _ I find words ſtrong 


Wt 1 5 
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enough to make a laſting impreſſion on a heart ſs 
mconſtant, ſo flothful, and careleſs ? | O that the 
Spirit of God would aſſiſt my: weak endeavours, 
and point my otherwiſe unavailing words! Vou 
own you do not ſtrive earneſtly: alas, I too plain- 
ly ſee you do not. But the bleſſed Comforter 
ſtrives with you, and ſtill you reſiſt and grieve. 
him, How irkſome is it to me always to write 
the ſame thing ? My dear ſoul, for God's ſake be 
more in earneſt. How can you talk of floth and 

_ careleſſneſs, when you are ſtanding on the brink 
of a precipice? Can you Ar yourſelf another 
day ; Are you fit to die? Q if the Lord ſhould 
lay of you, as of the barren fig-tree, Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the ground, how would you be 
overwhelmed with dread and confuſion? For you 
who know ſo well what are the glorigus promiſes 

of the goſpel, to ſuffer your thoughts to run upon 
worldly things is inexcuſable. It ſeems ſtrange, 
that you ſhould think you loved Chriſt more than 
ou did when you was in a better ſtate ; however, 
above all things hold faſt, and ſtrive to increaſe 
this love; but then at the fame time take care that 
you hate ſin in the ſame proportion, and that you 
ſtrive againſt it with the utmoſt earneſtneſs; for 

to talk of loving Chriſt, and at the fame time to 
give way to ſloth, careleſſneſs, and worldly-mind- 
edneſs, is an abominable mockery, If you are en- 
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Your bleſſed Maſter will ſurely help you, if you 
can but rere ; and never give way to that 
ſeeming impoſſibility of praying. Though perhaps 
ou cannot pray with comfort, or with any kind 
of connexion, yet if you be ever ſo diſtracted you 
may ſurely cry, Lord, have mercy upon me — 
Jeſus, pity me. Or even ſuppoling you could not 
do this from your heart, aſk yourſelf whether you 


for that deſire, and the next thought will be a 
prayer. Could you not make the increaſe of your 
e | „„ "RRM 


* — 
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compaſſed with ten thouſand temptations never 
fear, ſo your own heart conſent not to them. 
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do not deſire to pray; and if you do, thank God 


uarter of an hour at a time, there would doubt- 
leſs be a bleſſing attending it. Suppoſe you were 
to ſing a hymn together, or by turns pray, either 
from ſome form of prayer, or what would be bet - 
ter, extempore. Vou ought rather to be ſilent, 


and be thought a mope, than to join in trifling. 


diſcourſe. Confider, my love, you are to ſet an 
| example to your young lends; and fear not but 


God will deliver you from this bondage into the 


glorious liberty of his children, e feeble 
truſt you new have is the work of his bleſſed Spi- 
Tit, and hewill increaſe it into an holy confidence. 

| Let not therefore your comfort ſicken; but truſt” 
in that Jeſus, who died that you might live; te 
| whole all-merciful boſom I commit you, 


Asad am your affedionate friend, &c. 

— os — — — — — a — 
My dear Friend, 15 > | 
* Hope your preſent circumſtances do not pre- 
1 vent your conſtant watching over your own. 


family profitable, by joinin, at Nated times of the 1 855 
| day - | att or If it were but one 


heart, and preſſing forward in the way of holi-— 


nels, In the midſt of all theſe proſpects death 
may come: And are you fit todie? We cannot 
too often aſk ourſelves this queſtion, we cannot 


be too derious. There is only a moment between 
us and eternity. May the Lord Jeſus ſo l | 
| | RY 


us, that at whatſoever: hour he calls we may be 
ready, our lamps trimmed, and we ourlelves as 


thoſe who wait 4 the bridegroom. Adieu, my 


dear. May the Almighty preſerve. you from all 
eviii 8 > Hf LT . 
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in my power to keep FO more Ready,, but 


in 


F what ſervice, my dear love, can any thing 
I ſay be of to you? I have tried all means 


i 


1 


* 
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„ A. 5 


- 

: , 
1 1 

4 


„ | 155 
in vain. If God has at any time ſo bleſſed my 
letters, that they have made any impreſſton on you, 

it has gone off in two or three: days; and When 
you have had thoſe great benefits indeed of con- 
verſing with living Chriſtians, though forta time 
you have been raiſed wee yet you have 
ſoon ſunk into your former floth and careleſſneſs. 
There muſt certainly be ſome hidden corruption 
in your heart, which cauſes this inconſtancy. I 
often ſtudy you as I would a book, but you are in 
truth one of the moſtipuzzling books I ever met 
with. I often rejoice to ſee in you (as I think) an 
increaſe of grace, and a decreaſe of that pride and 
ſelfiſnnefs, which under an appearance: of humi- 
lity you once had to a great degree. The laſt time- 
you was with me, I thought you greatly advanced; 
and now you are fallen again into pride and ſelf- 
iſnneſs. The Lord Jeſus raiſe you up. Indeed, 
my dear ſoul, you grieve and wound me. You 
bring ſorrow in my heart, and tears in my eyęs: 
nay, and ſometimes your letters tempt me to im- 
patience; but then I immediately recollect my 
own continual backſlidings, and the Iong-ſuffering , 
of God towards me, and can I be impatient with 
my friend? If your want of retirement is notiowing. 
to yourſelf, never lay your coldneſs upon that: fr 
was your heart ſincere, God would ſtrengthen you 
at all times to lookup to him. But, if as you fay, 
ou trifled away your time, and indulged an un- 
willingneſs to prayer, no wonder God with-held 
that portion of his grace he would otherwiſe 
have given you. Dependupon it, whenever yon 
find an unwillingneſs to pray, that of all times is 
the moſt proper for you to pray in; therefore 
never ſay on ſuch an occaſion, I will go read 
* ſome good book, or do ſome good work, 
« which may perhaps bring my mind into a better 
«frame for prayer.” No, do not ſo foolithly ; - 
but go, and proſtrate yourlelf before God with all 
our unwillingneſs ; and he will ſoon give you 
botk the will and the power to praife him, Adieu, 


( 
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My dear Friend, | 3 | 
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know more of your affair, and then I doubt not 


but God if we aſk in fincerity, will direct us both 
to agree in our ſentiments as to what will be moſt 


conducive to your eternal welfare. However, 


thus much In now ſay, Be not uncgually yoked 
with, an unbeliever. To marry a man in hopes of 
making him a Chriſtian, will be leading yourſelf 


into temptation. The advantages you ſpeak of 


may doubtleſs be of great ſervice to you, if you 


are very certain you can enjoy them, You ought 


to be very explicit with'the perſon, whoever he 
is, both with regard to your ſentiments and his 


own heart. You cannot imagine the continual 


ſnares you will walk in, if you are joined to one 
who is not joined to Chriſt; eſpecially if you have 
any fondneſs for him. As in a married ſtate there 


are more allurements to draw the mind from God 


than in a ſingle one, ſo (if the companion be a 
Chriſtian) there are alſo advantages in it, Which 
perhaps may almoſt make the balance even. But 


ow dreadful will it be, if he who ſhould be your _ 


| help prove to you an occaſion of falling? Above 
all things my dear, try the fincerity of your own 


heart, Examine well whether you can acce t this 


offer with a fingle eye to the glory of God, and 
the good of your own ſoul ; and fear not, if you 


aſk counſel of God in faith nothing wavering, 
that he will give-you freedom of mind, either 
to accept or refule as will be moſt profitable for 


you. 3 ö J N 

I do not vonder that your foul is at preſent diſ- 
trated with worldly thoughts, An affair of this 
kind always occaſion a thouſand diftrationggefpe- 
cially where it is in ſuſpence. I fear your 


of company does not at all add to your fpiritual 
| bappinels, The Lord * diefs you; I pity you. _ 
J ð EY 7 2, 15 at 
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— 


Freaſe 


. 8 
What need have we of continual aſſiſtance fro 
above? How do we walk as on burning coals P ſe 
O let us ſtrive for that ſtate of mind, in which we 


can {ay nothing gives me pain, but what is con- - 
trary to the will of God, and tends to draw my th 
foul from him; and nothing gives me pleaſure but Ml . 

. as it is agreeable to his will, and tends to draw my a 
ſoul nearer to him. Adieu. „ t} 

2 ® : n V: 
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My dear Soul, „„ oe 18 
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1 Am glad to write to yeu once more under the Ml v 
name of , and I hope God will give me a 
Rrength to ſay all I wiſh at this important junc-' 3 
ture. Important it is indeed to you; and the y 
nearer the time approaches, the more I feel for 1 
you. Alas, you are now plunging mto difficulties, h 
Which you can have no notion of until you expe» T 
rience them. You will have need of more than t 


double watchfulneſs. O cry earneſtly to God for 
grace and ſtrength to keep your ſoul from ſinking. 
under the deluſive arguments, which your three 
grand enemies, the world, the fleſh and the devil 
will be continually attacking you with in your-- 
new. ſtate of life. You know, my love, in all our 
- intercourſe, I have not failed to ſet before you 
the diſadvantages and diitrattions you muſt neceſ- 
_ farily meet with in a married life. This I thought 
it my duty to do, though your intentions in re- 
gard to marriage were always founded upon chriſ- 
tian motives. Had I found you inclined to dedi- 
cate yourſelf more particularly to God in a ſingle | 
ſtate, I ſhould doubtleſs have encouraged that 
inclination ; but as this was not the caſe, and [ 
did not dare abſolutely to diſſuade any one from 


marrying, I have therefore only ſtrove to guard 
| you Pn the evils attending that condition, and 
ray God grant you may find them overbalanced 


by the good, The firſt evil which people are apt 


to fall iuto when they are married, is an extreme 
ſelfiſhneſs: this I have ſeen moſt flagrant inſtances 
of, but then the people were not Chriſtians, OQ, * + 
my friend, remember you have taken upon you . 
the. ſacred name of Chriſtiati, The next thing 
which our ſex in particular is very ſubject to, is 
a pretty indolence of foul, and a kind of hugging ' 
themſelves as though they were become people of 
vaſt conſequence ; . and then all they ſay or do, 55 
and every thing which belongs to them is of im- 
portance. Vou will think perhaps there is no dan- 
ger of your falling into any thing ſo low and ſilly 
as this; but do not think ſo, for without extreme 
watchfulneſs it will ſteal imperceptibly upon you 3, 
and if you once grow important, the. flood-gates, 
of worldly-mindednefs will be ſet open, your faith, 
your love, ee er be borne away by the | 
impetuous torrent. The Lord Jeſus bleſs you and 
keep you, and grant that'in all the changes of this - 
mortal life, your heart may there be fixed where 
true Joys at be un. 
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1 Know not bow. to aſſume. to myſelf the ba- 
rafter you mention, and yet, L dare not negleccht 
to do any thing, which you tell me may be af bes- 
et jg your ſoul. 1 know God can eonvey bleſs 
lings by the, meaneſt inſtrument, and relying 1 
wholly on his power and goodneſs, I enter, again 
into this correſpondence. You complain that I 

na Ye nag ek been ſo watchfukoveryou as uſual, 
In writing I tertainly have not, and you know 


the reaſon; but as to ſpeaking if I have there failed, 
it, is entirely owing to my being ſo apt to think . 
highly of you, 17 in this I may have dealt 


Four 


o 


* 
* 


th EY 
with you as enn heart judged too fa - 
ly lay OE; 


of both. God give me a clearer : 
inſight both into you and into myſelf, | 
1 doubt not but your preſent condition econtri- 
butes greatly to your being more in earneſt, and 
you have need to lay up all the ſtrength you can 
againſt what may be a time of trial indeed. Iam 
glad you found ſuch a bleſſing on Sunday. I. 
doubt not but the greater degree of light and joy. 


* 


vou have, the more you will be aſſaulted by temp- 
tations, and thoſe perhaps not only of a ſtrange, 


but alſo of an impertinent and ridiculous kind. 
The devil will ſometimes play the buffoon: But 1 
have found the beſt way of dealing with theſe. - 
temptations was not to combat them, but to let 
them paſs through the mind, as you would let a 
_ troubleſome croud of people paſs by your door 
without regarding them.. 
The ſpeaking evil of your neighbour before you 
are aware, 2 it has not all the blackneſs of 
premeditated evi -ſpeaking, et it is a ſure ſign, 
that you have not that ſpirit of love, without which 
the higheſt attainments are but as ſounding braſs, 
and as a tinkling cymbal. I often am ſorry to fee 
how much this divine temper is wanting amongſt * 
religious people. For my own part I ſtand felk-.- 
condemned in this, though it is a ſin which I have 
even a natural averſion to! And I fear there are 
but few hearts in which this root of bitterneſs does 
not grow almoſt imperceptible, Howeyer, the 
captain of our ſalvation can give us to tread even 
this enemy under our feet. Let us therefore go on 
nothing diſcouraged, truſting in his help, and 
following his ſteps, until we apprehend that 


| for which we are apprehended of this divine 
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y dear Friend. 
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do this. I really now dread the being ſet up as 
ſomething to be. well thought of, I ſee ſuch a 


depth of pride and ſelf-love in my own heart, that 
1 dread any thing which can give the leaſt food 


to theſe helliſh tempers. I am. well ſatisfied, that 


there can be no perfect peace, no perfect love, 


till theſe be done away. Was not the bleſſed Je- | 


ſus meek and lowly of heart? Was not he deſpiſed 
and rejetted 7 : And We ? O, * love, trem- 
ble for yourſelf and for me. e are eſteemed, 


admired, and fought after. Do we not, think you, 


tread upon burning coals ? How dangerous; how 


difficult to aQ for the glory of God, without ſaeri- _ 


ficing ſomething to ſelf? And this ſelf is all that 


ſeparates from God—this ſelf is all. that keeps the 
bleſſings beth of time and eternity from our ſouls. 


O let us learn, and know, and feel, that we are 
nothing, and. God is all in all. Certain it is that 


unleſs we die with Chriſt, we cannot riſe to hislife, 


Unleſs we are crucified with him here, we cannot 


reign with him hereafter. Let us then nail our 


corrupt nature to his croſs, and continually mor- 


tify. every temper that is contrary to his perfect 


will. Suffer we mult, but the love of God will © 
male all lulferinge ſect, and fila gragy will ena+ | 


ble us to conquer all difficulties. I rejoice at the 
victory, which you tell me has been given you 
- over (I ſuppoſe) ſome reigning fin. Ia not this 


encouragement to preſs forward ? If you would 


preſerve canſtant peace and recollection, look 


more into your own heart, and lay not out your- _ 
 felf too much upon others. I have ſeen ſo much 


of the ill effects of this, that I dread it both for you 
and myſelf. Watch continuallxyx. 


— kr . þ 
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|. | Your ever afeflionate, Oe, 
n wh = 


1 hauſe; but though I honour the character of 
that YT 6 man, yet I rather fear, than deſire to 


632 7 


— 
4 * 4 1 ; 5 5 + _—_—_— - tw be 
. arr Wo $i ff r oo 4 4 or TT £7 $4 Vow a. u ef tae. 
1 ah , - — * 
9 * 


| OUR letter, my dear life. has giyen me great 


1 pleaſure. This is indeed as it ought iq he. 


And O by no means ſuffer this anxious deſire after 
God, this thirſt after holineſs to abate; only let 
it be mixed with that kind of reſignation, which 
implies a willingneſs to ſuffer, ſo you may be kept 


from ſin. The pain you-ſpeak of I rejoice in. 0 


my love, this is right, and' may you. more and 
more be conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified. A ſoul thus pained, thus longing, thus 
ſtruggling for ſalvation, and at the ſame time lying 
low at the foot of the croſs, and crying, Lord, 
thy will be done,” is an object in which the holy 


angels rejoice, nay, on which God himſelf looks 


down well pleaſed. To ſuch a ſoul every goſpel 
bleſſing is near at hand. The ſun of righteouſneſs 
is on the point of riſing in it with healing in 
his wings; the eternal Comforter is ready to wit- 


neſs with it, that it is horn of God, and to fill it 
with that peace which paffeth all underſtanding. 
The bleſſed and adorable Trinity is ready to raiſe 
it from its fallen ſtate, and to perfect the new 


* 


creation, What encouraging proſpects! 155 - 


let not this happy pain be'taken from'you by any, 


comforts the world can give, but hold it dear to 
our heart, as light to your eyes, till God him 


elf change it to joy unſpeak able. 
I have long thought that to wiſh for any thing, 


but the ſalvation of our on fouls and that of 


others is wrong: becauſe in nothinglelſe can we 
be ſure that our wiſhes are agreeablè to the will of 
God. I do not know How to believe, that you 


could wiſh for more riches, and if the being pleaſ- 
ed with the thoughts of gain proceeded only 
from this motive, that you thought God was put- 


ting it more in your power to relieve the neceſſi- 


i 
' 


fi . ' A 2 I 3 1 B 
ties of:others, I would not dare to condemn you: 


but it is ſo difficult to take any fat is faction of this . 


eee worldly mindednefs, 
1 4 | : _ 


* 


1 


1 - 


that we cannot be *00 careful in this reſpect; ngy  _ 
we ought rather to fear left we ſhould" not be 
found faithful ſtewards of the talents put into our 
hands, as knowing that both in ſpiritual and tem- 
poral bleſſings, + To whom much is given, of 
them ſhall much be required.” „ 


My dear Friend. 


F it ſhould pleaſe God to make any thing 1 
; write of benefit to your ſoul, I ſhould greatly 
rejoice, but without that my words will avail no: 
thing, And really the account you give of your- | 
ſelf at preſent is ſo ſtrange, that I know not how 
to ſpeak to you, or whether harſhneſs or love is 
moſt neceſſary. This I know, that my own foul 
is greatly pained for you. If any man hath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.” And 
doubtleſs to take a pleaſure in expoling-the faults. 
of others is a temper as diſtant from the Spirit of 
Chriſt as hell is from heaven. Believe me, my 
dear life, if the love of God reigned in your heart, 
you would rather cover than expoſe the faults 
even of the vileſt of men. And when obliged for 
their own good, or the warning of others, to ſpeak. 
to the diſadvantage of any one, you would do it. 
with fear and caution, at the ſame time looking 
up to God, leſt any bitterneſs ſhould mix, either 
with-your thoughts or words. God is love, and 
infinite ſtreams of love are perpetually lowing 
fen neee created nature. His acts of 
judgment as well as mercy are only acts of love, 
and deſigned either to remove or to leſſen the evils 
occaſioned by the fall of angels and of man; and 
the ſoul which is born of God will as neceſſatil7 
partake of this divine principle of univerſal love, 
as the child you now carry within you partakes 
of your corrupt nature. You have great reaſon 
then to tremble while this temper has any footing - 
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you have intervals of recollection, but wreſtle 


mightily with God in fervent prayer, until he 


ſpeak peace to your ſoul, his love'be ſhed abroad 


in your heart, before which this evil diſpoſition 
will fly as a miſt before the morning fun, * You 


greatly affect me by what you ſay in regard to the 
expected hour of danger; but ſear not. No cica- 
ture on earth can be more unworthy than I am; 

and the God of mercy protected me, and gave me 


ſtrength and courage, and calmneſs; and I doubt 


not but he will ſhew the ſame mercy to you; nay 
I have a ftrong confidence he will in your hour 


of extremity give you a clearer ſenſe of his par- 
doning love, than you have yet experienced. 
Fear not, only believe, ( All u and e 


to him that believeth. “ | 

It has pleaſed Gad within theſe few days to gi ue 
me a Wee trial, and eternal glory be to his name, 
I have ſtood it, crying only, Lord thy witl be done. 
My little boy was taken on Saturday evening 
with ſtrong convulſions, and between that time 
and Sunday evening had I believe full forty fits. 


«4 84 3 „„ 
in our ſoul. Don't fit down contented, — | 


He is now much better. God is ever merciful; 


. to the borders of the grave, and raiſes 


p again. O how good it is to ſuffer? HO.]. 


| glorious to have grace triumph over nature ? Ho 


eet to lay low at the foot of the croſs, and bleſs 
God for every tas f which more ebnforms us to 
the ſuffering _ Be waickful, apa nen 


ee, 


og 


"My dear EOS 


Here the contilldration of the phonics | 
is a means of ſtirring any one up to greater , 


diligence, of making them fit looſer to the things 
of this world, and {cek more earneſtly after the 
thingsof God, they cannot conſider them tod atten» 
tively. Every ſoul ſhould carefully obſerve that 


way, | 


. 


tually follow every means which it finds by eg per. 
ence brings it neaxer to God, Some are awakened _ 
and brought low by meditating on the ſeverg judg- 
ments of God: others are melted down by reflecting 
on his mercies. Some are employed uſe fully to them- 


felves, andi it may be to others, by accurately con- 
ſide ring the ſeveral amazing diſpenſations of God 
idee ,, ES. 
by a more ſimple and general view of God, as in- 

finite wiſdom and eternal love, reſt calmly on his 
will, and though in a lower and leſs ſhining way 


— 


purſue the ſame end: vis. Salvation by the blood? 
of the Lamb from the pd wer as well as from the 
guilt of fin, and union with the pure fountain af 
all happineſs, All theſe ways are good in them N 
ſolves, and are made ſo to every ſoul, which in” 
them follows the leadings f *the Spirit of God. 
But I may make that which is good in itſelf evil 
to me, by ung it ovly-2A@aſe another thinks it 
right, and not becaufe- I ind1tthe means. Whien 
moſt unifes my ſoul to Chriſt: and therefore we 
ought never to hlame ny one for not being affec- 


* 


ted by that which affe&s us.” 2:55 Þ 


* - 


25 l 
It is very certain that the judgments of God ares 
now abroad in the earth; aid that ſome of the ſigns 
of the laſt times plainly appear: this (whether the 
calculation in the letter be right or wrong) is ob- 
vious to every one; anchcalls aloud for ſeriouſneſs 
and watchfulnefs, Happy*are thoſe WO ſhall! 
ſtand unmovedin the time of temptat ion. Happy E 
are thofe who when all nature is agonizing around eg 
them can fly to the only rock of refuge, and there 
find ſhelter from the ſtorm; ard ſhadow from the 
heat. But above all, happy ate theſe” who halt” -- 
have the glory of ſuffering for their Redeemer, 
of ſealing their teſtimony with their'blood, or in 
the midſt of the fire ſhouting for joy, and bleſſing 
God for a martyr's crown. Theſe, theſe are glo- 
rious profpects, and weak as we are, ſhould God 
honour us with a trial like this, he would alſs' 
give us ftrength to be more than conquerors. 8 
. 8 8 
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, « for this new day which thou haſt given me. In 
4 this day I ſhall have freſh manifells 


up in joy full of glory. | Amen, Lord- Jeſus. " 80 


to the grace already given. I know not the par- 


| Ties ſtands in that one petition, Thy. 11 be done ;- 


us. Suppoſe now when I firſt wake in a morn- 


Fl: OT kan, 


the mean time let as not be weary or faint in our 
minds, but manfully fight till we obtain complete 
victory over all our Any, hearts; and then ſhall we 
ſtand with humble confidence even before out 
Judge, and though all nature was diſſolved, wo 
ſhould remain unſhaken, and be wholly ſwallowed” 


. My dear Freend, | | F142 

I Thank you for your laſt letter, and I bleſs God 
that you was not offended at mine, This 

bearing of plain dealing is a comfortable proof to 

me of your ſincerity. If temptations increaſe, God | = 

will give a proportionable increaſe of ſtrengtn. 

There wants nothing but faithfulneſs on your part 


ticulars of your ſufferings, but I know it is good 
to ſuffer. It is à diſcipline all muſt go through, 
who.make any tolerable advance in the ſchool of 
Chriſt, I could wiſh you to ſeek more after reli- 
gion than comfort. Conſtant and heart-felt reſig- 
nation is a bulivark againſt every trial, and a foun- i 
dation for ſolid peace, and a joy tranſcendently 

ure. The whole ſtate of a ſoul made perfect in 


and if we could but preſerve that temper which 
theſe words deſcribe, I know not what could hurt 


ing I ſhould lift up my heart,'« Lord, I bleſs thee, | 


tions of thy 
«avill concerning. me, either in comforts Or in 
4 ſufferings, Lord, I am thy creature, deal with * . 
me as it-ſhall pleaſe thee : only leave me not to- 
« myſelf, but let thy grace be ſufficient for me, 


* and thy ſtrength be made perfect in my weak- 


« neſs.” When ſettled in this frame of mind, 
ſuppoſe my trials to begin. I am tempted by the 
per verſeneſs and evil tempers of my own family 


* 


0 


„ 
6 
to impatience, to anger; but I immediately reeol- 
lect myſelf, “ Lord, it is thy wall I ſhould bear 
„this; pardon theit perverſeneſs, and give me 
« to be thankful for every opportunity of ſelf- 
« denial and forbearance,” Well! now another, 
and more difficult trial appears. I am to behave 
to people whom I know to be my bitter enemies, 
whom I know to be continually watching occaſi- 
ons of evil againſt me, as if they were my dear 
friends, Here every faculty of the ſoul is alarmed, 
and nature ſhrinks back affrighted. But what 
does grace ſay? «© Lord, I thank thee for this 
s glorious trial! What a bleſſing is it I ſhould be 
permitted to drink of the ſame cup my Saviour: 
« drank" of! O bleſs theſe mine enemies; fill 
« their hearts with thy love; let thy will he per- 
e fected both in them and me.” This temptation; 
is conquered, but another and a mote trying one: 
immediately ſucceeds; I am treated unkindly by 
people I love, and who are really my friends. 
Here my heart is wounded, it finks, it is ready to 
faint: but recovering itſelf, it reſts upon God, 
and ſays, Lord; even in this, thy will be done, 
« and let the ſufferings of Chriſt be perfected in- 
« me,” thaf I may be allo a partaker of his glory,” 
In this manner dne might inſtapce in all kinds of 
affliction, and find comfort and ſtrength in each. 

I know not how to think ſo meanly of you, as 
to imagine your heart in danger of being drawn | 
away by the world. But I know I am always apt A 
to ſet you in too high a light, and it may be ſo in 


6 


this caſe. This one thing however I am ſure of, = 
that we are fiptiring for eternity; and this againſt 1 
innumerable enemies, dangerous ones without, | 

| 1 . . r 7. U 
but far more dangerous ones within. If the Lord 


* 


himſelf was nos pn _gur fide, how gould we.man 
tain our ground one. moment. To. his almighty 
ww. tos” „ nds VV hats 04+ A eh ot he et | 
protection I commend you and yours, and am 
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To the Rev. Mr, *** 5, 


- 


Dear Si 75 


Am much obliged to you for your kind concern 
on my account, My illneſs I believe is rather 
troubleſome than dangerous, a diſorder in my ſto- 
mach, which has been attended with alight fever. 
I was ill when you and Mr, *#** were to ſee me, 
though I did not complain, and I looked upon it 
as a particular bleſſing: for had my ſpirits been in 
their full flow, an event ſo much wiſhed would 
have too much elated me; but my diſorder ſerved | 
to keep the balance of my mind even. I ſee the | if 
goodneſs of God to me in every thing, and there- 
fore ſickneſs or health, life or death, are equally 
. welcome to me, as coming from the ſame gracious 
hand. Nature it is true ſhrinks at fuffering, but 
grace triumphs in reſignation, and is thankful for 
the diſpenſation of the preſent moment, without. 
wiſhing or willing with regard to the future. But 
I hope to learn ſome leſſons of this kind from you 
next Sunday. Till then farewel, and may the 
fulneſs of every goſpel bleſſing reſt upon your 


{oul, 3 t 
Your's, & 
our 5, Lc. 
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Dear Sir, | 


"= judgments of God upon Liſbon are dread- 
ful indeed. I know not what heart can be 
' Hard enough to hear of them without concern. 
What but the amazing mercy of a long-{uffering 
God can prevent London from feeling the ſame 
| „„ Ton. dreadful 


- 


5 5 \ : 
£03 3 | 
dreadful blow . And if God ſhould ariſe to ſhake 


terribly our land, What great reaſon will thoſe 
erſons have to be thank ful, whom God has drawn 
From, all. worldly fchemes of happineſs, and fixed 
their hearts on a baſis which can never be ſhaken, 
though the earth be moved, and the mountains 
caſt into the midſt of the ſea? I have been much 
comforted in reſpe& of the miſeries of others by Þ 
this ſeripture len the judgments. of Cod are 
abroad in the earth, the inhabitants thereof will learn 
righteouſneſs, If ſuch, a blefled end is produced 
by theſe ſevere aRs of juſtice,” have we not reaſon. 
in the midſt of terror to admire and adore ? The 
whole univerſe appears to me to be in the hand 
of God as a grain of duſt in the balance; and I, 

a a creature more inſignificant, more worthleſs and 
finful than can be conceived, am among the reſt. 
in this almighty hand and all is fafe. My heart 
is by nature painfully tender, and yet in the 
midit of feeling either for myſelf or others, there 

is a ſecret ſatisfaQion in my inmoſt ſoul, that God 
is glorified in every act of his providence, whe-_ 
ther of judgment or 'mercy ; and I hardly know 
how to form any other prayer than Ty will be 

I fear I ſhall not ſee you on Thurſdayß 
but wherever you are, may the God of all conſo- 

lation be your light and your ſhield, and bring 

you ſafe to that city which has eternal founda- 
W * abs 
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„ ere you faid to Mr.“, when he had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you, I imagine you think 

my illneſs is owing to a cauſe of which Tam by © 
no means certain: however the bare probability of 
ſuch a charge would not be without gy immedi-. 
e 4 V „ = 
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ER refle&ing an the dangers and remptations that 


would attend it. A foul that is reall defir u 
sttaining the pure love of God, is ce os of 
lous of any thing that, has a pollibility 'of rawing 
3 from its e Ha ce. and 10. oks y F pon 
any event which Has e ten 
work tata f plein Fri Mb} rendeney (er t he 
anxious fear," e ya an 
BG Ho have felt it. Au ** Th 15 Kale 
my ima; 1 would Tometinies” IR a th 0 
iſtanc Which mi gi draw my ſu down t to ca 
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God has been e —— — that L Formats — | 


the leaſt wiHhi of choice of my o, nat have beem 


equally pleaſed with whatever ſeemed to be the , 


leadings of Providefies concerniitly ine. And you 
cannot think, What a work of annihilation this 
unicertairity has been the means of carrying on in 
my fotil, which ſee plainly in the nathre of things 
could not ſo well have been effected by any other, 
I never can be enoughi thankful for the unſpeak- 
able mercies of God ts: io. enworthy a. creature, 
My will has been brought into a deadneſs, which 
J, even a few months ago, thought almoſt im- 
pofpble : and I ſee, and have ſome ſoretãaſtes of 
that ſtate Which is called the pure and diſintereſted 
love bf God, in a manner I cannot expreſs. 
I ſhould be very glad to ſee you when your 
affairs Will permit, for I have not had one help 
from without ſince I ſaw you laſt; nor have I hac 


many of D Joys. * conſort from within 
"i gh . | which 
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which have ſametimes been indulged me; and in- 

deed my animal frame would have been too weak _ 

to have borne them, unteſs God had in a particu- 
lar manner ſupported it: for every faculty of my 
ſoul has been weighed down by continual fick- 
neſs, I have not only been incapable of any out- 
ward application, but alſo of intenſe thinking or 
fervent * but in the midſt of this my weak - 
neſs, the ſtrength of God has been abundantly 
made manifeſt, that I might be abaſed even to the 
duſt, and his free grace exalted: ſo that I well - 
underſtand what St. Paul meant, when he ſaid ; 
Therefore will T glory in infirmities,' in weakneſſes, in 
diftrefſes, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon ne. 
But I muſt finiſh this already too long letter. Fare- 
wel! May the dew of heaven from above con- 
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tinually refreſh you)! 
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Dear Sir, | 7 


I Am much obliged to you for your letter, from 
which I have learnt a very uſeful leſſon, via. 
never to fancy that the particular circumſtances 
of others would be more advantageous to me than 


my own. You are ready almoſt to envy me my 


many hours of retirement; when at the ſame time, 
I am continually complaining that I have ſo. few, 
and often crying out, when I have a whole + 
day to myſelf? And then 1 frequently think, 
were J a man and in the miniſtry, my time would 
then be all ſpent for God 3 but now, 'what an in- 
undation of trifling flows in upon me, which it is 
impoſſible for me to avoid, without altogether. 
going out of the world, | EE 
A + 3 


2 


( 


I enter upon the ſuhject, on which you bid me 
write with fear and trembling. My. abilities are 
really far from being equal to it: for although 1 
know many Chriſtians who would immediately 
cry out, that it needed not a moment's conſidera- 
tion, I dare not do ſo; for I now do really feet 
the weight of it upon my ſoul. Tis a moſt alarm- 
ing truth, that a miniſter may ſpeak with the 
tongue of men and of angels, and that the power 
of odanay ſo atcompany his words as to make 
them the means of converting thouſands; and yet 
for want of duly ſearching inte his own heart, he 
may ſuffer it to be overgrown with poifonous 
weeds, with tempers and inclinations which, if 
unſubdued, will abſolutely ſhut him out from that 
kingdom of glory, to which he is leading others, 
How eaſy for a man who is. continually er, | 
forth the glorious truths of the goſpel, and inforc- 
ing holineſs of heart and life, to imagine (for want | 
of conſtant ſelf-examination) that ne is what 

he preaches? This is a moſt dangerous ſnare ; 


and therefore how abſolutely neceſſary is that re- 
tirement which affords N nity for a diligent 


ſearch into the receſſes of the heart, and gives the 
leiſufe to wait in awful ſilence before God, where 
free from every object of ſenſe, and from the work- 
ings of the imagination, it may with all its facul- 
ties proſtrate before the Eternal Trinity and feel 
felt to be nothing, and God to be all in aft? But 
then it may be aſked, ſhall not a man who with ſinge- 
neſs of heart ſpends and is ſpent for the ſervice of 
God, be ſo kept by divine grace thathis ſoul ſhall ſuf- 
fer no loſs by the want of retirement ? Doubtleſs. 
Where ſincerity and tingleneſs of heart are preſerv- 
ed, that ſoul ſhall be defended as with a fhield. But 
this I take to be the grand temptation of ever) 
miniſter of the goſpel: he ſets out perhaps (though 
this is not always the cafe) with a fingle view to 
the glory of God and the ſalvation of fouls, The 
power of God accompanies his words, the hearts 
of the people fall under him. ee eee 
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' that a ſelf-complacency, 


diately 
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that ble © 
the narrow path, who conquers every riſing of 
ſelf-love in its firſt _—_— and conſtantly re- 


fers all the good he does or ſpeaks, to the author 
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increaſes, till at laſt he becomes popular; he ſeeg 
himſelf ſurrounded by a croud © people, who for 
the moſt part hear him as an angel of God, their 
thirſty ſouls gaſping after the truths he utters. An 


innocent and an holy joy fills. his heart; + Hers 


« are fouls that may be won to Chriſt, and that by 
« me! Lord, what amazing love, that I who am 


So far all is well, all is happy; but the ſubtle en- 
emy of mankind ſo Rrongly aprons this, by me, 

ſeparate from, the glory 
of God, ariſes in his heart, and this, if not imme- 


ice. God, fill for the ſake of others, continues 
his uſefulneſs; but every converſion which he is 


the means of making is freſh food for his ſelf-love 


nd by degregs he becomes ſo dead to the love of 
od, that he preaches even the pureſt doctrines 


of the Goſpel, with the ſame ſpirit, with which a 


lawyer pleads at the bar, But on the contrary, 
ed ſervant of Chriſt who ſtedfaſtly purſues 


and giver of all good, he ſhall be kept in all his 
ways, and bleſt in all his works. And though hig 
ſoul may pant for retirement, as thinking he Rrould 


i the leaſt of all thy ſervants mould be thus bleſt 1'* 


uelled, leads him to the brink of a preci- 


there enjoy a nearer communion with God, and 


make higher - dvances in the divine life, this may 


not perhaps be immediately permitted him; but in 


he ought to continue his conſtant labeurs for 


Fear, Ad trembirtgs However this is very cer- 
tain, that God to ale} 
out a plain path, either by inward leadings Which 


cannot be miſtaken, or outward providences,—— 


Adieu! Pardon the weakneſs of this; let me ſee 


you the firlt time you have to ſpare, and believe me 
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order that his crown may be brighter, Cad may 
make his preſent uſefulneſs a /ure ; to him, that 


2 


others, though it ſhould be with much temptation, 


ervant thus fincere, will point 


Your ever obliged and effeionate ſervant,. 


Dear Sir, „ 


\ V Hatever the Spirit of God makes uſeful to 


my heart, either from ſcripture or from 


ſcriptural authors, I thankfully receive, and give 


him the glory : but I well know there is but one 


great touch-ſtone, by which all doctrines are to 


be tried; and therefore 1 0 your kind fears for 
me, leſt 1 ſhould not enougl 


is very different from the manner of reading you 
recommend, and which I ſtrive by the grace of 
God to practice; nay it would be the greateſt ſla- 


very to me you can conceive, if 1 were obliged to 


EE , * o ; |: 4 
read many religious books; however I return you 
2 . 8 | -# p 9 . : pf F 1 . * * 8 1 * 1 4 
the fincereſt thanks for your care, and beg you 


will in all things watch over me with a * godly jea-, 
louſy.“ But my dear friend, could you imagine 
that I enquired after the ſtate of your mind accord- 


ing to the common acceptation of the word? Tonly 


deſired to know what ſpiritual bleſſings you had 
both from without and within, that I might ſhare 
| theiy with you: and this I was emboldened to do 
by t . 
mer letter of the bleſſings you enjoyed at Briſtol. 


s , , 13 I 2 5: 4 . 8 : 8 
e ſweet account you had given in your for- 


The Lord refreſh your ſoul continually with the 


rich ſtreams of his redeeming love, and may his 


everlaſting arms be beneath you! I know your 
reſent ſtate of hanging as it were in ſuſpenſe 
tween the viſible and inviſible world, is a diſpen- 
ſation big with divine. love; and was I to pray 


for you that prayer which my ſoul molt loves, it 
would be, „that you ſhould lie in the hand of 


« God, as an inftrument without choice, till the 


« w ill of God was perfetted in you.” This would 
| be the prayer of pure love and enlightened gang 


| eſteem the written 
word of God, are needleſs : I am ſo far from ſet - 
ting any human writer on a footing with this, 
that I ſcarcely read them at all, i. e. in compari- _ 
ſon of my Bible. I look over {ome few, but this 
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but if I deſcended to the tenderneſs of friendſhip, 

I hould afk your ſpeedy recovery. If it ſhould 
be given me to ſee you again in this world of va- 
nity and woe, 1 ſhall be thankful, and perhaps it 
may be ſo: but I know not—ſomithing ſeems to 
whiſper me that the thread both of your life and 
mine is nearly ſpun. For my part I have within 
theſe few days had a ſweet-call to eternity, by a 
ſudden and violent diſorder in iny Romach and 
bowels (called according to the 1 hraſe 

a Nervous tholick) hie feems ts h ave ſet me 

good way re Nh on m. journey”: happy y pain 
Kind meſſenger { O m friend, 1 have Taching 
but mercies to tell you of. So fu ported! Suck 
wondrous grace] Such boundleſs love! I all fin 
and miſery, The Saviour all tenderneſs and mers. 
Cy. The. probable approach of death delightful. 

; 0 ſton: remaining, © Ne clog upon my chariot 


wheels. Mercies too from without Which 1 had 
never before experienced in a time 7 N 
The Rev. Mr. pray ing and fi inging b my bed, 
with fuch power of faith and love | union 
from above: Does this hurry the fr Dok ? ' Does 
this endanger ? How far from it 7 1 mou not 
only my But rejoiced, but even my bg grew. 
detiara he prayed. Do not fail to thank Bod on 
my behalf, and. pray for me that I'may not, de 
ungrateful to fuch amazing mercy. May the Lord 
Jeſus preſerve you, ſweeten every pain, and maks 
you rejpice continually with Joy unſ ſpeakable* and 
full glory. _ : 
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deſerve. that you ſhould write to me in this man- 
ner? Alas you do not know me; I am leſs than 
the leaſt of all the mercies of God; do not I be- 
ſeech you, think ſo highly of me; it really makes 


me aſhamed of myſelf. O that I could be lower 
than the 2 O that I could ſhrink into nothing 
at the preſence of my God ! The way too in which 


you ſpeak of yourſelf puts me in a ſtrange dilem- 
ma. I dare not pay religious compliments, and 


| 12 how ſhall I Write to you as if I believed you? 


ow much greater has your croſs of ſickneſs been 
than mine? 80 long, ſo lingering, ſuch incon- 


veniences as it lays you under: but yet this is 


certainly no excuſe for a ſoul taught'of God, as 
yours is, to wiſh its removal. Do you indeed waſh 


for any thing but ſanctification? Surely, my _ | 


friend, you wrong yourſelf ; it canngt be. 


remember the glorfous path you have often pointed 
out to me, of perfe& reſignation; I have conh- 


dered you as a pattern to me, particularly in this. 


1 muſt not think that you-have any * reluctance to 


bear the croſs 3” it would wound my heart too 
much, Do I not know that you loye God above 


all things? Do not I know the ſincere deſires of 


our ſoul after holineſs ? And is there any wa 


in the ſpiritual life, which ſo immediately lea 
to holineſg,” as willing ſuffering Happy are thoſe 
to whom God gives the grace of doing much for 


him, for his cauſe, for his people ; but ten times 


more bleſſed are they who ſuffer with Chriſt. Is 


there a joy abſolutely pure ? It is that of ſuffer- 
ing. O dia we but know the health, the peace, 
the life that is at the bottom of every bitter cup; 
with what alacrity ſhould we drink it? With 
what thankfulneſs, nay, with tears of joy, ſhould 
we cry, Lord, what unbounded mercy, what aſ- 


toniſhing grace is this, to a worm like me; that I 


ſhould: be led in this moſt excellent way; that J 
ſhould be made to tread in thoſe footſteps which 


are moſt eminently thine? Deareſt Saviour, ſweet 


is thy crols, ſweet-is thy thorny crown : thy 
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ſtripes, thy wounds, thy pain, more delightful 
than beds of roſes. Let other ſouls glory in Mount 
Tabor; my joy ſhall be to ſtay with tee on Mount 
Calvary, that I may be made conformable to thy 
death. Such would be the language of a ſoul 
truly ſenſible of the great benefit of ſuffering, and 
embracing, with ſweet complacency, the crofs, 
which thus united it with its Redeemer. May 
this be the language of your ſoul and mine; then 
ſhall we be found unſhaken in the fiery trial, 
and come out as gold purified ſeven times. But 
ter all, what 3 have I had in this illneſsf 
It can ſcarce be called ſuffering, when God ſenfi- 
bly ſupports. The ſuffering is when ze leaves the 
ſoul (as it were alone) in pain or in affliction, to 
ſtruggle with the powers of darkneſs, which at 
ſuch a time eagerly beſet it. This I have ſome- 
times known, and this is /uffering indeed. I have 
the ſame confidence in God for my dear Mr, *** 
that you have. Was I to be removed, I doubt 
not but it would be a means of good to his ſoul: 
but it ſeems at preſent to be the will of God that 
I ſhould continue ſometime longer. My inward 
weakneſs is not ſo great, and my pain, though 
pretty conſtant, is ſo flight that it is ſcarce worth 
the my I thank Godthapyour health is 
returning, and truſt we ſhall meet àgain on this 
fide the river: but in the mean time pray earneſt- 
ly for me. I fear caſe more than pain. Farewel. 
May you and I conſtantly join in this prayer, 
Is „Thy will be done in us, and by us, in time and 
er- in eternity.“ 5 1 "4 1 e 
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y dear Friend, 


** Wen PDE Il ö 2 
"= * £13 


July u, 1756. 


1 Received your letter with much thank ful neſs, 
for I began to be very uneaſy at not hearing 
from you in ſo long-a time; and you have for 
theſe two days lain with ſuch a weight on my 
fpirit, that I knew not how to account for it. I 
well know the- manner in which the praiſe you 


beſtowed was meant; but you know not-how I 


dread ſelf-· complacency; and therefore though I 
often find that praiſe humbles me, yet it gives me 


a pain I know not how to expreſs, I have indeed 


often heatd you ſpeak thoſe words you mention, 
but they never affected me till now: and did you 
ſpeak them in „the bitterneſs of your ſoul? 
Call me no more your friend Lam not worthy 
the name. How often have I heard them with 


unconcern, looking on them only 1 wor aol 
cburſe, a kind of com _ lace' humility,” Will 


you forgive me? Tip 
will: pay more 

Iwill not by*the grdte of Goll be ſo indolent and 
ſg faithleſs in the things which edncern yo as 1 
have bern. I know Lam apt to think too highly 
of thoſe I love, and I hate to be diſturbed in the 
thought. You cannot imagine how” ingenious 1 
am in caſting theſe burdens from mè: a latent 


e you for the future 1 


fear of diſpleaſing, and a falſe humility, furniſh 


me'with' arguments. Why" ſhot 7 pretend to 


r- ſo and ſo, to people ſo much more advanced 
1 


gface than mylelf?” Not conſidering that God 
can work by the meaneſt and moſt unworthy. 
But cannot I pray? O my friend, if ever I have 


been wanting in ardent prayers for you, ſurely I 


hope never to be ſo again: that communion. of 


| Ipirit which I have with you in the life of Chriſt, 


AM I truſtadd wings to my prayers on your behalf, 


Tou 


and gain new degrees of ſtrength to my own ſoul. 


>atteritich to every 2 
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we have 10 travel is indeed long, and there are 


TY +. 


that I ſhall at leaſt have one companion in the 


Your laſt letter is a comfortable earneſt to me, 


way which God has ſent me to walk in, the way of 


the croſs, the inward crucifixion, as you ſo juſtly - 
call it; (thanks be to God for this refreſhment to 


my ſpirit !) Many ſpeak of this, and becauſe. 
St. Paul mentions the being crucified, &c. with 


Chriſt, they preach about and about it; but I ſee 


plainly that you not only ſpeak but feel. — And do 

ou know fo much of the bitterneſs of the creature? 

he Lord be praiſed ! May you daily knew it 
more and more! I am ſure this experience will 
only make the hidden mannaube ſweeter: and I. 
am equally ſure, that thoſe bitter draughts are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to every ſoul that would wholly 
give itſelf up to God. It is eaſy to talk of the will 
being perfectly reſigned, ſwallowed up in the will 
of God, &c, and while this only floats as a notion 
in the brain, no great ſufferings wHl attend jt, 


But when the ſoul really feels what this implies, - 


that it · is a being cut off from the creature, then 


it knows indeed what it is to ſuffer, then it fights 
as it were in the midit of the fire, Every thought - 
muſt be brought into obedience to Chriſt ; and 


God effects this in the ſoul as it is able to bear it: 


firſt one trial comes, then another; one ſtrikes at - 
love in the creature, another at ſelf-love, a third 
at ſpiritual pride; and the fight continues till 
Chriſt has brought down all his enemies, and led 
captivity captive. And to attain this ſtate of glo- 


rious liberty, who would not rejoice to ſuffer ? 
What a coward he muſt be who would fly from a 
geld of battle where to die is to conquer? 0 
what bleſſed encouragements has a Chriſtian to 
fight manfully! Let us not be weary or faint in 
our minds; we have not yet reſiſted unto blood 
ſtriving againſt fin; . But let us not fail to do it. 


Have we not a captain who treads all the powers 


of death and hell under his feet! Is he not Jeho- 
vah mighty to ſave? And has he not promiſed 
that he will ſave even to the uttermoſt ? The way 


lions 
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lions in it; but what of that . Jeſus the Deliverer 

is With us, and nothing Mall hurt us. 
Through Jeſus, we can all things do, 


| all things ſuffer, all things conquer, and hat 
would we more! Farewel. May the peace of 


8 4 + 


| God be with you, and make your foul to reſt on 
Tour ever obliged and affcefienate fries 4 and feroant, 


* 


„ 


* Z 


To Mi CF E.,71 > 


Wedneſday Night, February 13, 1754 
Cold has been the means of preventing me 
from ſpending the evening, in the trifling 
manner which you, my dear friend, have been 
forced to do; though I cannot but hope that your 
mind, in the midſt of all this noiſe and nonſenſe, 
has been enabled to keep itſelf in a ſtate of recollec- 
tion, and that you are ſtill more fully convinced 
that all, the world calls pleaſure and gaiety, is 
mere vanity and vexation of ſpirit, thank vou 
for your leiter: it has given me great ſatisfact ion, 
and freſh cauſe to praiſe God on your account, 1 
rejoice in your joy; and may our gracious and 
kind Redeemer, increaſe and eſtabliſh your joy 
and peace in believing ! You have, indeed; the 
utmoſt teaſon to be thankful, that ſuch a work 
of mercy has been begun in your ſoul; and fear 
not but that bleſſed Spirit, who has convinced you 
of ſin, and led you to look to the only means of 
deliverance, will perfett,the work he has begun, 
What a happy fign, that you can already lay hold 
on, and apply the promiſes to yourſelf ? 6 con- 
tinue inſtant in prayer for ſtill greater degrees of 

faith; and ſhun, as you would the moſt deadly 
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wid every es. >a goes thong he, 3 is 7 


contrary to the Spirit of God 1 A 1 reflect, 
with the moſt thank ful heart, on the love of Chit © 
to your ſoul; think that our merciful Saviour is 


more ready to hear, than we to pray: think with £7 
what joy the father received the returning prodigal, 


and be aſſured that yo, and 4, and every return- 
ing former, will be received with the ſamę joy, 
cloathed with. the ſame glorious-robes, and: ſhall 
be admitted to fit down at the ſame dell, even 
che marriage ſupper of the Lamb! 4 


I am Jour ever een, and faithſul friend, 
EL ** * 
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| Wedneſday Night, 3 4 * 1754 5 


My dear Friend, c | 
Am rejoiced, - and bleſs God, that your 340 


in the midſt of folly and confuſion. You oblerve, 
very juſtly, that thoſe diverſions are abſolutely 
unkt for one who is ſeeking ſalvation. Nothing 
indeed-can be more contrary to the ſpirit of the 


olpel, than what the-wortd calls potite amufſements. | 


hat can be more abſurd than for one, who de- 
fires to he a Chriſtian, who deſires the mind whith 
was in Chriſt, Who deres that juſtiſieat ion by 


faith, which alone can produce in the heart true 
humility and meekneſs, deadneſs to the world, 


conſtant reſignation to God, and fervent. deſire ta 


do his will: what abſurtlity it is for ſuch a perſon 
(in all the extravagance aud glare dreſt; to be 


ſwimming or ſkipping about a room, and wiſling 


to draw the attention and admiration; of the moſt 

vile and profligate part of the human fpecies 

What. abſurdity, 755 a perſon as this, to ſit 

in that 1 which is as much devoted tothe 
ö E 3 1 


8 


was in ſo happy a ſtate, while your ſoul was 
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. VVV 
devil, as the church is to God, for three hours 
together, to hear obſcenities, at which a virtuous 
bhbeathen would have bluſhed If you aſk twenty 

of the people, who do theſe things, whether they 

are Chriftians; nineteen of them will anfwer, 
They are Chriſtians, to be ſure! What do you 


think of them? Or if they are not now, quite 


ſo good as they ought to be, they hope to be better, 
by and by! But can a ſoul, which truly ſeels after 
falvation, do this ? No certainly, And when 
the Spirit of God, has wrought in a ſoul, this 
Hatred of the vanities it uſed to delight in, it has 


reaſon to rejoice indeed. What greater maik of 


the love of God to us, than his having thus 


| _ drawn us to delight, above all things, in himſelf? 
If we love a friend, we deſire and {trive, that this 
friend may return our love, and joy and delight 


in us; and amazing condeſcenſion! Will "the 
Creator of all things, viſible and inviſible, the 
God, who called angels and archangels into being, 
thus deal with us, poor fenful worms? What heart 
can withſtand ſuch love) What heart but muſt, 


at this thought, ſink into the duſt, and loſe itſelf 


in wonder, joy, and admiration ? I have time 
ſor no more, Adieu. „„ 


7 . 


thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, Thete 


1 LESSED are they that mourn, wy hy all be | 
B comforted | Blefſed are they Eo 4 and 


are the words of the God of truth; and can you 


- then, my dear friend, be diſcouraged, becauſe you 


are now mourning after.this God, who only hides 


himſelf from you, that you may more earneſtly 


ſeek him ?P—Heavineſs may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning. There certainly is 
no heavineſs.like this heavineſs. When a fout 


OT e Candle: (though in the leaft degree) of L 
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other; and therefore St, John ſays, I any man 


from your letter, yqu make good uſe of that you l 
have; however God is both able nd, willing to 
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the influences of the fun of rightebufneſs, and 
finds his all-cheering beams withdrawn, how pains. 
ful, how heavy is the darkneſs! This is indeed 
darkneſs that may be felt: but when the Joy ie- 
turns, what peace! What happineſs! Look, my 
dear, on the material ſun, obſerve how all the 
creation around you is 6rig/ttened and gladdened 
when he ſhin&s rand be aſſured, that on your 

earneſt ſeeking after Chriſt, he will, in like mar 
ner, thine again on your ſoul, and make it glad 
with the l:ght of his countenance, „ 

| | 
Wedneſday night, © 
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Pour aver aſfictionate 
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Ep Yeu | July 19, 1754+ 
1 Am yery glad, my dear, that your mind is i 
ſo happy a ſtate, and that you ſeem to have ſo 
true a ſenſe of the litileneſs of all, the world calls 
great and. defirable. The love of God, and the 
love of the world, are directly oppolite to each 


love the. world, the love of the Father is not in lim 
this is a ſure rule to try ourſelves by. We may 
talk well, and act well in ſome outward things 
nay, perhaps, be zealous for the genuine do&rines 
of the goſpel, yet all-this while, if the love of the 
world remains in our hearts,, we 'may be very 
certain wWe' are no | Chriſtians, fear you have 
not much opportunity of being alone, but ſee 


preſerve \cither alone or in company) the ſoul 
which conſtantly looks towards him, I was 


afraid your being at“ might, hurt you, but 
thatyk God, 1 find I had no caule for fear: you 


ſeem, I think, rather to advance, than go back, 
00 Rn, "MS ; _- Gwe 
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- Give God the glory! For whatever of good is 

in you, is all from his free and boundleſs merey, 
* Ceaſe not conſtantly to fight, in the ſtrength'of | 
4 pour Redeemer, againſt every fin ; and fear 22 | 
but he will ſet you free, take off the heavy burt 

| -— . you complain of, and cloathe you with ks perfect 
1 righteouſneſs. y SMC >: „„ a 
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A Vo tell me, my dear, that your preſent dark 
II & Rftate of mind, is owing to your thoughts 3 
dwelling ſo much on worldly objects: but carry 
your fincerity yet a little further, and tell me, if 
it is not ſome one particular object, on which vour 
thoughts are fixed, and which rivals your Creator 
mn your heart? I much fear this is the caſe: and 
if ſo, you will find it very difficult to conquer. 
But let not any difficulty diſcourage you from 
ſtriving to © pluck out this right eye, and caſt it 
from you;” the grace of God is fufficient for you, 
his ſtrength is made perfect in your weaknefs. - | 
Lou may depend upon it, that as ſoon as ever 
you have | our up your idol, the fun of righte- - 
ouſneſs will again ariſe in your foul, with healing 
in his wings ; the God of oats Fig again be 
known by you, as your reconciled Father in 
Chriſt; and the bleffed Spirit will lead, and 
_ guide, and fill you with that peace which paſſeth 
all underſtanding; and you will walk in all the 
_ ordinances of the Lord rejoicing, 1 


2 amb your ever affelionate and faithful friend, | 
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+ Tueſday Morning, ns. es 1” 
Auguſt 12, 1754. | „ 
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7 OUR laſt letter gave me great pleaſure, 1 
1 fincerely rejoice in the happineſs of your ſoul, - 
as in that of my own ; and I hope God will 
ſtrengthen you more and more, by his grace, ſo - 
that you may forſake every thing for him. Above 
all, facrifice your own» will: let this conſtantly 
be the language of your heart, © Lord, not my 
will, but thine be done.“ Strive not only to be 
content, but to rejoice in every thing that morti- 
fies your corrupt nature: hourly reflect, that you 
are a fallen creature, fent into this world, for no 
other end, but to be reſtored to that nature which 
our firſt- father loſt, and ſo be made fit for the 
kingdom of heaven. Remember, that Chriſt died 
for you, that you might live wholly to him ; and 
the more you do this, the more you will certain- 
ly have of that peace which paſſeth all under- 
„„ J am your ever affeftionate friend, 
| Sep. 16, 1754 · 8 5 5 3 ON FA 
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V dear Friend, © 


J Have read Mr. B's letter, and think it exceed- 
ing prett ;, the ſtile is eafy and flowing, the 
language ſoft and affecting, the ſentiments he ex- 
refles, in regard to his friend and yourſelf, very 
beautiful: but what is all this to the purpoſe? 
Or how can this convince you that you ought to 
give up thoſe means of. grace which you have 
ound fo extremely beneficial to your ſoul, in 
order to make a proper wife for Mr. C. 7? It is 
true there are ſeveral aſſertions in Mr, 1 


, 


oy 


a 


t 58 = | 
deſigned toſhew the reaſonabler ne of your . 


ment in this letter, may, F imagine, be reduced 
fo theſe heads: /. That it is abſolutely wrong 


for any. member 7 the church of England to at- 5 


tend the meetings of ſeparatiſts. 2d!ly, That in 
the, church of England, a ſoul may find every 
thing'neceſſary for its attaining the higheſt IM 
of faith and holineſs, , g4/y, That Mr. W. is a 
ſeparatiſt : and 4thly, That your having any ac- 
uaintance with him will hurt Mr. C. both in 


His temporal intereſt, and in his charactei as A | 


miniſter, -The opinion I had conceived of Mr. I 

was very bigh, I imagined him actuated by that 
ſpirit of univerſal love, which i is the fiſt and h 
8 of every ſoul that is born of God; and 


ake no doubt but this is his real character: | 


however in this affair) he may ſeem to incline to 
a partial, felji/h orthodoxy. Could the church of 


England be proved to be the only church of Chriſt, 


there might be ſome reaſon for this cry of ſchiſm, 
which we hear ſo much of: but what is ſhe more” 
than one of the moſt unexceptinnable of thoſe 
many diviſions into which the univerſal” church is 


broken? And therefore a ſeparation. from her, 
though cauſeleſs, or from mittaken motives,” Cane. 
not properly. be called “ making a ſch iſm in the [ 
church of Chriſt,” For my part (but I ſpeak it 
with ſubmillion to Mr. B's judgment) Iapprehend 
that the only real and dangerous ſchiſm, is the 
want of that ſpitit of love, which makes us rejoice | 
in whatever is good and excellent, in people of 
: all denominations ; and ready to receive good, EY 


even of thoſe, who moſt differ from us in ceremo- 


nies and opinion. And why a perſon af this 4 8 


{ſuppoſe one in communion with the churc 


England) may not be allowed, ſometimes to hear : 


a miniſter among the preſbyterians, or any other 


fekt, if they find the miniſter's preacking bleſt to 
theit ſouls, TI cannot imagine. What St. Paul 


* N in regard to giving W to weak brethren; | 
| 12 


— 


the promiſe ; but aſſerting and proving are two 
things. Whatever has the appearance of argu- 
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i (67 ) Fa 
is often quoted to prove what it has nothing toda 
with ; for Sk. Paul, ſurely, does.not mean that 
he neglected thoſe things which were profitable 

to his ſoul, for fear of giving offence to the weak, 
but that he refrained from outward. things (ſuch 
as making difference in meats, &c.) which he, as . 
ſtrong in faith, knew to be wholly indifferent, leſt 
his example, ſhould tempt thoſe who were weak, 
to do things by which their conſciences might be 
wounded.—- As to Mr. B's ſecond argument, in 
one ſenſe of it, I heartily agree with him: the 
homilies, the articles, and liturgy. of the church 
of England, doubtleſs, do contain all the dofrineg 
neceſſary to faith and holineſs. But alas, how 
little are theſe doctrines regarded, either in preach- - 
ing or practice, by the generality of her miniſters! - 
Let any one who has the leaſt degree of ſeriouſ- 
neſs, look round the churches of London, will 
he not ſee the people, for the moſt part, repeat- 
ing an excellent ſet of prayers, juſt as a parrot 
repeats a ſang; and the miniſter giving forth doc- 
trines from the pulpit, as directly contrary to. 
thoſe prayers as darkneſs is to light, This is ſo 
plain a matter of fact that it cannot be contradi- 
ed; and it is as notorious, that whenever any. 
miniſter, in the church of England, begins to 
preach her real doQrines, and live up to her B 
cepts, he is immediately called a Methodiſt. This 


% 


name is given to him as a reproach, but as it comes 


upon him for ſpeaking the truth, it is in fact a 
ory. Ever ſince Chrift was upon the earth, real 
Chriſtians have had a nickname: but ſurely no 

one who is ſincerely bent to follow him, can regard 
this: I doubt not N B. himſelf is called a 
Methodiſt.—-But I now, come to Mr, B's third 
argument, that moſt dreadful charge laid againſt 
Mr. W. that ke is a ſeparatiſt. - This charge has 
been repeated over and over again, but has never 
yok been clearly proved. If four walls, with a 
ceple and bells, was the church of England, Mr. 
W. might, with ſome ſhadow of reaſon, be ſaid 
to have ſeparated from it, becauſe he ſeldom 
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preaches in theſe places: but this is no fault of his? 
for he will gladly preach in any of them, when 
their reſpective miniſters will let him: and the 
Was never denied preaching, in what is called a 
church, till he ſtrongly infited on that doctrine, 
fũor which the martyrs of the reformation laid 
down their lives, and which is the very funda- 
mental doQrine of the church of England, juftrf-: 
cation by faith. Any one who would read Mr. 
W's Appeals, with a ſincere and impartial ſpirit, 
would, T believe, be fully convinced, that this 
charge againſt him could not ſtand.—-As to the 
hurt your being acquainted with Mr. W. might 
do to Mr. C. inchis temporal intereſt, it depends 
entirely upon himſelf, If he preaches to his peo- | 
ple ſmooth thing, and propheſies deceits, if he joins 
with them in their innocent amuſements, which lulls 
fouls afteep, and keeps them in utter ignorance of 
their fall, and their redemption, till they awake 
In a miſerable eternity; go you where you will, 
not a dog will move its tongue againſt him, nor 
the generoſity of his pariſhioners be in the leaſt 
' abated towards him; and all they ſay of him will 


» only be, (Poor man; What a pity, that ſuch a 


good -· natured, good fort of a man, ſhould have 
Tuch a bad wife.“ But do I think Mr, C. will”. 
Akt in this manner ? No, certainly I do not. 1 
verily believe, from what you yourfelf have ſaid, 
of him, that he intends to prove himlelf a true 
miniſter of Chrift, that he will boldly and N 
call finners to repentance, aud that his life ani 

converſation will be wholly . dr to his 
preaching: and if this is the caſe, though you 
were never to ſee Mr. W. again, Mr. C. would 


de called a Methodiſt; the greateft part of his 


pariſhioners would cry out againſt him, and, in 
all probability their generolity towards'him would 
greatly decreaſe, So that conſider the affair in 
What light you will, your being acquainted with 

Mr. W. cannot materially injure Mr. C. As to 
the objection of this acquaintance caſting a re- 

proach on your huſband's miniſtry, tis quite CT 


\ 
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leſs; for it is not to be ſuppoſed, r, Gbe' 
the man you can approve of for an huſpand, that 
you will leave his church where he himſelfpreaches, 
to go after any other miniſter Whatever; and 
whatever you may do at this time at proper oppor- 
tunities, will, I doubt not, be ſo guided 2 5 
tian prudence, that he as à good and pious man 
cannot reaſonably object to it. But at preſent, you 
and Mr. C., know. very little of each other; and 
he, certainly, had no right to propoſe ſuch terms 
as theſe to you, till he had given you frequent op- 
n of judging, Whether his heart and ſen» 
timents, were ſuch as you could entirely approua 
of. For my part, by the little L can judge in this 
a flair, I believe him to be a good and a; ſincere 
man, and I heartily wiſh him happy, and thatwith 
you, if it can be brought about without your doing 
any thing to wound your conſcience. In the mean 
time, whether this affair is ever concluded upon, | 
or not, frequent converſing together in the ſpirit 
of chriſtianity, may be a bleiling to you both: 
and how is it poſſible for you to give a direct an- 
ſwer to a man, till you are in ſome meaſure ac- 
quainted with him, and can judge of his temper 
and diſpoſitions P. I was quite delighted withthe 
ſoftneſs and affection for you with Which your 
pappa mentioned this affair to me laſt night. If 
you ſay any thing of my writing to you, give my 
reſpects to him and your mamma, with love to 
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mercy of God, which. has ſo wonderfully dil- 
played itſelf in your ſo 14. 1 don't know WAGER. I» | 
your letter moſt aſtoniſhed or delighted me: R 
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. . 
preaches in theſe places: but this is no fault of his: 
for he will gladly preach in any of them, when 
their reſpective miniſters will let him: and he 
was never denied preaching, in what is called a 
Church, till he ſtrongly infited on that doctrine, 
for whrch the martyrs of the reformation laid 
down their lives, and which is the very funda- 
mental doctrine of the church of England, juft:f- 
cation by faith. Any one who would read Mr. 
W's % C. with a ſincere and impartial ſpirit, 
would, I believe, be fully convinced, that this 
charge againſt him could not ftand.—--As to the 
hurt your being acquainted with Mr. W. might 
do to Mr. C. in his temporal intereſt, it depends 
entirely upon himſelf, If he preaches to his peo- 
ple ſmooth, things, and propheſies deceits, if he jo ins 
with them in their innocent amuſements, which lulls 
fouls afteep, and keeps them in utter ignorance of 
their fail, and their redemption, till they awake 
in a miſerable, eternity; go you where you will, 
not a dog will move its tongue againſt him, nor 
the generoſity of his pariſhioners be in the leaſt 
abated towards him ; and all they ſay of him will 
only be, © Poor man; What a pity, that ſuch a 
| ng, good fort of a man, ſhould have 
uch a bad wife,” But do I think Mr, C. will 
act in this manner? No, certainly I do not. I 
verily believe, from what you yourfelf have ſaid 
of him, that te intends to prove himlelf a true 
miniſter of Chrift, that he will boldly and earne/lly. 
call ſinners to repentance, and that his life and 
converſation will be wholly agreeable to his 
preaching : and if this is the caſe, though you 
were never to ſee Mr. W. again, Mr. C. would 
be called a Methodift ; the greateſt part of his 2 
ariſhioners would cry out againſt him, and, in | 
all probability their generotity towards him would 
greatly decreaſe, So that conſider the affair in 
what light you will, your being acquainted wit 
Mr. W. cannot raterially injure Mr. C. As to 
the objection of this acquaintance caſting a re- 
proach on your huſband's miniſtry, tis quite mw 
> 9 | | ElS > 
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leſs ; for it is not to, be ſuppoſed, if Mr, C. be 
the man you can approve-of for an huſband, that 
you will leave his church where he himſelf preaches, 
to go after any other. miniſter whatever; and 
whatever you may do at this time at proper ——_ 
tunities, will, I doubt not, be fo guided by chrif- 
tian prudence, that he as a good and pious man 
cannot reaſonably object to it. But at preſent, you 
and Mr. C. know very little of each other; and 
he, certainly, had no right to propoſe ſuch terms 
as theſe to you, till he had given you frequent op- 
portunities of judging, whether his heart and ſen» 
timents, . were ſuch as you could entirely-approve 
of. For my part, by the little I can judge in this 
a flair, I believe him to be a good and a ſincere 
man, and I heartily wiſh him happy, and that with 
you, if it can be brought about without your doing 
any thing to wound yourconſcience. Ia the mean 
time, whether this affair is ever concluded upon, 
or not, frequent converſing together in the {pirit 
of chriſtianity, may be a bleſling to you both: 
and how is it poſſible for you to give a direct an- 
ſtwer to a man, till you are in ſome meaſure ac- 
quainted with him, and can judge of his temper 
and diſpolitions?, I was quite delighted with the 
ſoftneſs and affection for you, with which your 
pappa mentioned this affair to me laſt night. If 
you ſay any thing of my writing to you, give my 
reſpe&ts to him and your mamma, with love to 
Miſs B. and believe me 1 het | 


Four faithful ©: 
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Jo. Mr., 9.4.3 


| JOIN with me in ptailing the free grace and 
} mercy of God, which, has ſo wonderfully dil- 
played itſelf in your ſoul. I don't know whether 
your letter moſt aſtoniſhed or delighted me: 905 


660 


this I am ſure of, that I don't know how enough 


to expreſs my thankfulneſs to God in your behalf, 


The means ſo weak too! Nothing but a book 
put into your hands, which thouſands might have 
read without regarding it. No examples of vital 


religion, no one to urge or encourage you to ſeek 
redemption ! But the Almighty can, indeed, 


work by the weakeſt means, and the pooreſt 


inſtruments; nothing is . too hard for the 


Lord: and O may he perfect the work which he 


has begun !— O gracious and ever bleſſed Redeem- 


er, continue thy mercy to this brother of my ſoul: | 
coavince him more and more of the dreadful {tate 


he is in by nature, and the abſolute neceſſity of 
juſtification by faith alone! O juſtify him 2 e. 
grant him redemption through thy blood, the 
forgiveneſs of fins, according to the riches of thy 


grace! Fill him with all peace and joy in believs 


ing, and give him to go on in thy ſtrength, till 
he arrives at that fulneſs of faith here, and in the 


end to that eternal glory hereafter, which thou 
haſt purchaſed for thoſe who love thee ! Amen, 


Amen, | „ | | 
1 rejoice in your deſiring to receive the ſacra- 


ment. The only preparation required of us is 


repentance, faith, and love ;—love to God and all 
mankind. I would adviſe you to read immedi- 


ately Mr. Law's Anſwer to the. Plain Account, Se, 


of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper: this will ex- 
lain the nature of this blefſed ordinance to you, 
ſlotter than any book I know of, I have wrote 
out a little catalogue of books, which I make my 
conſtant ſtudy, and which I hope will be yours ; 
always remembering, that the bible 1s to be eſteem- 
ed, by us, infinitely beyond any human compofi- 
tions, let them be ever ſo excellent. Other books 
I ſhall occaſionally recommend to you, as they 
benefit my own mind, or are proper for the ſtate 
of yours, —-As to forms of prayer in your private 
devotions, you have no occaſion for them, nay 
they would only be a means of keeping back your 
foul in its progreſs towards the ſpiritual life, the 


| life: 
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life which is hid with Chriſt in God. Pray from : 
your'own heart. Theie is no need of elegance of 
expreſſion, or connection, to make a f ac- 
ceptable to God. The deſire of the heart is its 

rayer; and that once ſincerely turned to God, 
will certainly receive an anſwer of peace. When 
you firſt awake, ſtrive to fix your mind earneſtly 
on God : let the firſt book you open be the New 

Teſtament, there read, not ſeveral chapters, but 
juſt ſo much as you find will be food ſufficient for 
preſent meditation, If the firſt verſe you read 
particularly affectd you, don't diſſipate the ideas 
by N further, but cloſe the book, and let 
that verſe have its full effect on your mind. When 
you fall on your knees before the Almighty, re- 
collect the dangers and temptations you are moſt 
likely to fall into that day; and particularly pray 
to be kept by the grace of God in each of them. 
Earneſtly pray for power over the ſin which moſt 
eaſily. beſets you. But above all things, ſtrive in 
your morning and evening prayers, to gain the 
moſt lively ſenſe of your own ͤnothingneſs; nay 
to feel that you are even worſe than nothing, that 
you are, by your fallen- nature, ſold under fin, 

and deſerving nothing at the hand of God but 
eternal puniſhment ; and when your mind is deep-" 
ly impreſſed with this conſideration, then look to 
the Lamb of God, who taketh away the ſins of the 
world, There ſee the power by which your fal- 
len nature may be reſtored: there ſee the blood by 
which you are cleanſed from all fin: there ſee the 
full redemption purchaſed for you, and ftrain 
every faculty of your ſoul eagerly to lay hold on 
this redemption : and be aſſured that the eternal 
Spirit of God will aſſiſt you in theſe your prayers. 
The Spirit itſelf, ſaith St. Paul, maketh interceſ. 
fion for us.-—-In the courſe of the enſuing day, 
and in all occurrences, {trive to keep your heart 
in a ſtate of prayer, always ready to be lifted up 
to God; and this even in the hurry of buſinels, 
may be done, and no one ſenſible of it, except 
yourlelf, Be ſure, my _—_ never to omit making 
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uſe. of any opportunity of doing good, which falls. 


in your way, eithex to the bodies or ſouls of your 


| fellow-creatures,—-At night follow the fame. rule 


s in, the morning; only examining bofare':you. 
5 the protection of Ced for the night; every 
action of the paſt day: what gaod you have dane, 


Vhat left undone, what faults you have been guilty 
of, what mercies you have received, and accords. 


| ingly addreſs yourſelf to the Father of mercy./ . 
I have time to ſay nq more at preſent. Continue 
to write to me, and fail nat to. pray for. | - .. 


Your ever afeftionata, | 
Wt 


* 


December 22, 1753+ 


: PIE January 7, 1754+ - 
1 Return my deareſt *** thanks for his laſt letter: 

the ſatisfaction Which it and the converſation. 
we had together on Saturday gave me, is inex- 
preſſible. O may you, by the aſſiſting grace of 


* 


God, continue in the happy way you are now in, 


and ftill prefs forward to higher degrees of faith 
and love, But, my dear, you muſt not think tog 
highly of me: I am one of the moſt unworthy ob- 


jetts of the free mercy of God. I ſtand more, 
perhaps, in need of your prayers, than you of 


mine; you muſt too pray for me, and we muſt 

both ſtrive to increaſe and ſtrengthen each other, 
J ſhould be glad to know whether you, laſt night, 
notwithſtanding the diſagreeable manner of the 
-preacher, received any comfort and fat isfaction 

om what he ſaid : I own I did: his words (under 
all theſe . F 0 raiſed and ſtrengthened me 

in a remarkable manner: I wiſh it had been tha 
ſame with you all; but your expectations were 4 
Highly. raiſed by the name of ***, that an angel 
would hardly have ſatisfied them; and thus ſhall 


we be always 1 if we look more at. 


man than God, The molt famous preacher, let 


his 
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his eloquence, his manner, his doctrine, be ever 


fo near perfection, can never make the Toul taſte 


the words of ſalvation, unleſs the Spirit of God. 


accompmies ant enforces his preaching. And the 
fame bleſſed Spirit can make the words of the 
meaneſt, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt diſagree- 

able preacher of the golpel, effeftual to awaken, 
to convince, and to comfort. But in order to our 
reaping thele benefits, we muſt hear with ſincerity 
Rs with fingleneſs 5 ot ſeek ing to 
have our outward ears and eyes delighted, but 


dehring the jincere milk of the word, to nouriſn 


and ſtfengthen our ſouls. Would it nat be the 
higheſt madneſs away 

becauſe it Was N to us in an earthen veſſel ? 
Faurran Jays, * 0 

thing is ſweet. So to the ſoul, which really hun- 


gers An NN Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, | 
he Tound of the goſpel of peace (let the voice which 
b ay ye it be harſh or oft) will be fweet indeed. 


— 


may you and I, always find it ſo tous May 


hat ble ed Redeemer, in whom we have peace, be . 
dearer to us than light, | than life, than any thing 
| we can form to our imagination, either here or 


| hereafier! In dangers, in difficulties, in tem p- 


tations, may we {till look to him as our defence; 


our deliverer, our ſtrength. He is all in all, 


throughout the Oracles of God, both in the O 
ew Teftament : may he be all in all to our 


and 
fouls may Wwe walk by his light, conquer by his 
rength, and, in the end, be joyful partakers of 


hat exeriafting felicity, which he has prepared = 


r thoſe that love him. This is the conſtant wiſh 
and prayer of 7 ? 


Four afeftionate 
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adnels to throw away the water of life, 


o the hungry ſoul every bitter 
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5 | Saturday the 17th, 
Received e. long letter, and have more and 
more reaſon, indeed, to be thankful to God on 


your account. O how my foul exults in your 
happineſs, in your increaſe in faith, and love to 
Chriſt :— Your converſation with the captain de- 
lights me; no doubt but he rejoiced over you :— 


there you ſee the true chriſtian ſpirit. The advice 
he gave you is excellent: O may we both be ena- 
bled to follow it! Thoſe who forſake all for Chriſt; 


will certainly find all in Chrift..—-As to , 1 


would adviſe you to try firſt to raiſe in him a defire 
to receive the Sacrament, before you perſuade him 


to receive it: and be earneſt at the throne of grace 
on his behalf. All probable means are to be made 


uſe of, but it 1s the Spirit of God alone who can 
convince of ſin.— l have been lately much affected 
with the death of a Lady in this neighbourhood, 
who led what is called an innocent life. Mr, * 


" attended her, and all his endeavours to convince. 


her were in vain : her anſwers were, © Though 


The had not made ſuch a ſhew of religion as ſome 


others, yet ſhe had done her duty, &c,” This is 
the molt fatal deluſion of all; this blindneſs is the 


moſt dreadful ſtate in which a ſoul can launch into 


eternity! Can you and I be ever enough thank- 
ful to that God who. has opened our eyes to ſee the 


things which make for our peace? Was our. 


whole life to be one continued att of praiſe, it 


would be nothing in compariſon of the bleſſings 


we have received ; nay even the eternity, which 
we ſhall ſpend in continual praiſe, is not enough, 
Fully to expreſs allwe owe to our redeeming God, 
Redemption, how much is comprehended in this 
word!! And how ſweet does it ſound to a ſoul 
ſenſible of its wants! May that pathetic prayer, 
my dear *** has made for me, be heard; then ſhall 


I experience that fulneſs of redemption for N 7 


. Ta  £ 


the world, and ſin, and live only to Chriſt, All 
this unſpeakable happineſs, I as ſincerely with to 
the brother of my ſoul, as to myſelf ; 8 
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| Sunday afternoon, March 10, 1754. 


LI night after you were gone, I read your 
letter, and thought of what you had told me 


with: the greateſt ſatisfaction; what reaſon have 
you to be thankful, that God ſhould, at ſo early a 
time, of your life, convince you of fin, and give 
you to know that you have redemption through 
Chriſt! How might you have plunged into all: 
the follies and vices of youth, and laid up a large 
ſtock for future and. bitter repentance, had not 


the free and unbounded grace of God diſplayed-. 


its power in your ſoul ! O continue, earneſtly, 
to ſeek, ſtill more and more of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 
Think not, becauſe you have had a. ſenfe of the 


ardoning love of God, that you are to reſt here: 


no; {till ſeek for freſh evidences of his love to 


your foul. Preſs forward, with. unwearied dili- 


gence, towards the mark of your high calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſeek and ſtrive to gain the 
abiding witneſs of the Spirit; ſtrive for chat per- 


fe& renewal f heart, by which you may ſay, „J 


is no more E that live, but Chriſt liveſh in ng. 
You tell me you was aſſaulted, ſome days after 


ou had this clear ſenſe of the mercies of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus, with doubts and fears.. Whenever 
you are attacked in this manner again, argue thus 


with yourſelf :--* This peace and joy which I felt, 


« this fenſe of torgiveneſs, ſeemed to me 16 be thè 
$ work. of God upon my foul ;- but was it really 


% ſo? Might not a warm imagination deceive 


„ me, or Might not _ great enemy of ſouls 
> 3 : = N | h 3 | 


. transform: 


þ 4 4 
* 
* — % 
. ö 4 
542 . N — nn <= Fe. oy — 2 „ _ 5 — . 
— 2 c . ” - = r e A ne - 2 *. F 
— —ꝛ— ͤöW'—Bνu4 2 — — — - —— ne. —— TALE” e — — ———— ETD ras ECL ER TIE Oo — 
— 2 * r= = = * — . : 
- — — — - 2 — — — — — * 
WT AO nn —ů— 


8 >" 2 —̃ — — — - A — —ͤ— 5 8 5 
P — r Sr r > 2 . W 
8 8 n — wn SS * _ KP IA I rere * IRE arte, * n 
IT EST: IEEE RT SEE a Eon ona —-—¼ —ͤ— Lo 
88 * ? D bs R \ _ 2 x — 2 2 = AS _ -- 


ITE * 1 " 2 A — 

— i oo. — — — * — 3 2% 
8 
- 2 * nn : N 


— 
. 
2 


. 
r 
* 2 
1 + 8 A 
5 2 


1 


-þ 
** 

a 
60 
fl 
f 
4 
{ 

a "ny Y 
4 il inet 
+ 

1: * 


1 


_ transform himſelf into an angel of light, in order 
66 to lull me into a fatal ſecurity? But have I not 
4180 an infallible rule to judge by, whether this 
ce work was of God? What were the fruits it 
« produced? Did I, upon this grow more careleſs 
« and remiſs? Was my mind puffed up with fpi- 
ritual pride? Did I allow mylclt liberties, 
| ' 66 which before I was afraid to take ?=-Or did I, 
| * on the contrary; watch ſtill more diligently 
| . againſt the moſt diſtant approaches of fin? Did 
I find increaſing power over ſins of the heart, 
esc as well as outward fin? Did I find in me a jill 
1 deeper ſenſe of my own nothingneſs, and the all 
66 ſufficiency of my Redeemer, and a large increafe. 
of the love of God and all mankind ? If theſe 
e were the happy fruits of this evidence, I have 
& no cauſe to doubt this work was certainly of God.“ 
In this manner, my dear, if you will examine 
_ yourſelf, begging the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spi- 

- Tit, to enable you to ſearch every winding and 
turning of your heart, you can never be deceived, 
but will a be able, by the ſhield of faith, to 
repel all the fiery darts of the devil. I thank you 
or your affectionate prayer for me (may God re- 
turn all thoſe bleſſings double on your awn head) 
and am 85 e 

OOTY Tour ever aſfectianate friend, 
> Nt * „ 


Bu I Did not expect to ſee my dear * on Saturday, 

1 for the weather was fo extremely bad, that I 

thought you would make the beſt of your way to 
. I have read. your letter with great. pleaſure 

and hope you will continue thus diligent y to ex- 
zmine the ſtate of your own mind: and that on 

every examination-you will find an increaſe ofthat 

_- © treaſure which never faileth. -I rejoice that 

Fou have been 7 enough to ſuffer reptoach. 
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| the grace given you to ſuffer joyfully. You may 


depend upon it, there is the ſame real di ſt inction 
between Chriſtians and the world now, that there 
was when our bleſſed maſter ſaid, © Becauſe ye are 
not of the world, therefore the world hateth you.“ 
How ought our hearts to exult with praiſe and 
thankſgiving, when we can ſay, we are not of the 
world! What unſpeakable happineſs will it be for 
us to be found (when our Redeemer comes to judg- 
ment) among thoſe who were not aſhamed of him 
in this © adulterous and perverſe generation “' Is, 
any thing too much to. ſuffer, when animated. by: 
the hopes of having theſe glorious words addreſſed. 
to us, Come ye bleſled,” &c. | ; | 
I am now with my poor aunt , who is in 
great affliftion for the Joſs of poor Mrs. C. ſee my 
dear ***, how little all that is eſteemed in this 
world avails, when God is pleaſed to lay his hand © 
upon us! Here was youth, Beauty, riches, friends; 
but how, as in a moment was the poſſeſſor of all 
theſe cut of ! and by a dreadful diſeaſe brought to. 
be the companion of loathſome worms! Alas, 
how is that ſweet ſmile, which once ſat upon her 
countenance, now changed to ghaſtlineſs.! How 
are her fine features and delicate complexion, now: 
become even horrible to behold f O that ſome proud 
beauty would here ſtop, and conſider, what ſke- 
| herſelf muſt. one x aſſuredly bel And O that: 
this thought might ſtrike me ſtill with deeper feri- 
ouſneſs, that ſhe who was my friend and confi- 
dant even from my earlieſt youth; the, whom I 
loved with more than a ſiſter's tenderneſs ; is now, 
Salas, where is now her precious ſoul? Deareſt 
Redeemer, thy grace is all- ſufficient, and thy mer- 
cies infinite! Is it not now rejoicing- with thee ? 
Were not all thoſe helps afforded her by thy bound- 
leſs loye, which even to the laſt her ill-Judging_ 
friends denied her? O had I but ſeen her rejoic- 
ing in the love of God, and filled with the proſ- 
petts of a bleſſed eternity, how would my ſoul 
Lave joyed in her departure? How would my 
heart have dilated itſelf with the glorious thought, 
; e e „ 
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| that my friend was delivered from the gilde 
fnares that ſurrounded: her, and gone to ſure ind 


unbounded happineſs? And even now, I canyot 

doubt the mercies of my God : ſurely we ſhall 
meet again, and join in eternal praiſes te the great 
author of our ſalvation ! )) we 


? 


My deareſt , 


- 1 Am obliged to vou for your letter, though the 
|. . 4 firſt fide of it frightened me extremely. I have 
| been ſo accuſtomed to ſee you ſtrong in faith and 
rejoicing. in God, that the very mention of weak 
Faith alarmed me; but thanks Be to God, who has 
not ſuffered you to be tempted above what you 
were able to bear, but has with the temptation alſo 
made a way for you to elcape : and I hope this: 
trial will be a means of making you ſtill more: 
watchful. You have need to watch and pray al- 
ways, and more eſpecially at thoſe times, when 
our enemies ſeem to be at peace with you. When 
we are bleſſed with the light of God's countenance, 
and have power over the fin which molt eaſily be- 
ſets us, we are very apt to lay off our guard; and: 
by being ſecure, we lay ourſelves open to danger 
From that grand tempter, who is always watching. 
over us for evil; and if we take not care to keep 
the loving eye of our mind conſtantly, fixed on that. 
God, who is always watching over us for good, 
we muſt fall. Here all our ſtrength lies; but God 
will not give us this ſtrength, unleſs we carefully 
and continually ſeek it: therefore now the free: 
grace of God has again raiſed you up, be doubly 
careful in every thought, word, and action, and: 
be aſſued that your merciful. Redeemer will be 
| | | ever 


* 


. 


{97 
ever ready to hear you when you call upon him. 
That his love may daily abound in your heart mats 
and more, is the ſincere prayer of „ 
1 Pour affeftionate 
. July „ 3 ] = 
14754. LES” OFT 2m „ ter 
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e Auguſt 5, 1754 

My dear **%, ; 138 7 
97 are, indeed, a great ſtranger; ſure you 
1 might contrive to call, though it were but for 
half an houp,.l am glad you heard Mr. ; for 
to hear him and to fro t, to a fincere ſoul, is'the 
ſame thing. I than] 


alive to God ; that you ſeem ſo much in love wit 


holineſs, and ſo eagerly preſſing after it, in all ite 


branches. Depeiid upon it, for every degree of 
| holineſs you gain here, you will alfo gain a new 


degree of happineſs, both here and hereafter. The - 
nearer the ſoul is to the image of Chriſt, the more 


it will love him, and the mote it will be loved by 
him, and by the Father through him, This love 
is the higheſt felicity, both of ſaints and angels. 


Imperfect (in degree) as it is here below, the fout 


that taſtes it, would not change it for all that earth 


or heaven could give. What then, muſt it be 
above, in the kingdom of eternal glory! Where 


the ſoul, delivered from this earthly clog, will have 
no hindrances or obſtructions to the pure love of 
God, but will be wholly ſwallowed up in it. 

Four“ gave me an account of your yeſterday's 
converſation, I congratulate you that you ean fo 


boldly and judiciouſly too, ſpeak for the truth. 1 


pray God to increaſe you in every good word and 


work, Ind am 


Your ever affectionate friend, 
RE ne en een 


My - 


| | :od too, that you are in ſo 
happy a ſtate of mind, and your ſoul ſo 3 
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FJourſelf in the ſervice of God here, increaſe your 
88 al 


fo few opportunities o 


RS » 4 , F ; . A. 1 p 


TRefurn you many thanks for your letten Juſt 

4 before I received it I was thinking of you, and 

to ken Fou' the Truth, With fome Tear (eecafioned 

by our long abſence) either that you were grown 

cold to me, or, what was infinitely worfe, were 

grown cold to the ways of God. Kut your letter 

diſpelled all my fears, and I rejoiee and give thanks 
to our heavenly Father for his great and manifeld 

mercies to your ſoul II wi 5 could have ſeen 

you often alone in your laft illneſs, but that i] 


know, as. impoſfible: however, the ſmall time 1 
Was with you gave me the utmoſt fatisfatction, and 
I cannot be enough ſenſible of the goodneſs of my 
God, that 1 83 and unworthy as am] ſhould 
e made an inſtrument of fuch increaſe of comfort 
| n died, you wou 4 doubtleſs 
now be neige praiſes to God and the Lamb; b 
as you are ſu rey ba cantinue longer upon earth, 
it is to this end, that you ſhould approve veurlelf 
a faithful ſervant to God, in the midſt of thi 
crooked and perverſe generation, that you thou 4 
thine as a light in the world, and by ſpending. 


'* 


capacity of happineſs hereafter. Gol is mereik 
to you in a peculiar manner. To be kept as-you 
are, when fo much eng © þ in buſineſs, and with 
y opportur . e the means of 
grace, calls for the utmoſt gratitude: therefore let 
no occaſion pas of ſhewing your love to that Re- 
deemer, who has thus ſaved you from fin and the 
love of the World. All vou can do, is by far tos 
Sal n Foy er grefing s. Your 
reſent ſtate of mind is a glorious and halipy one 
Lend but ſuffer not xarty to b. on 
watch for one moment, for'Satan is always watch- 
ing to hurt a ſoul that is thus happily eſcaped 


from 


„„ 
from his ſnares. But your certain help lies in 
Chriſt; keep therefore the Sy the mind fixed 


upon him, and you will {ill go on conqueting 


and to conquer, | Ms 
. 5 n $6. 3: EE NY | * 


lam your ever affectionate friend, 


Sun 1 * 1e, Ant : 
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12 dehghted with the rules you. have laid 
den for your, conduct: you muſt conſtantly 

look up to God for grace and ſtrength faithfully: 


4 


. 
* ” ier . 


* —y | 


to practiſe them. I rejoice in yaur love to your. 


Redeemer; and be aſſured, the longer yau live, the 
mare you Mill be convinced that He is your only; 


ſure refuge aud laſting happangſs, In regard to your. 


going ſo often to , take the following advices 
Shun, as. you would peiſon, every ching that you 
find a means af mak ing you leſs alive to Gods 


Life is ſhort, We have a great work to do, and 


God only knaws how. few of thoſe. hours, which 


are ever an the wing, may be given us to do it in. 


Therefore loſe nat a moment. Remember a Chriſ⸗ 
tian cannot ſtand ſtill; he muſt ga either farwards 
or backwards; and if you have not made ſome ad- 
vances towards heaven ſince the clock ſtruck laſt, 
you have gone back towards the contrary road. 


Keep this conitantly in your mind, particularly 


in your. viſits. May the. peace and love of God be 
ever with you, and fail not to remember at the 
_ throne of grace, 44] 


_ 1 : Your ever affe ection ate ff riend, ? 

Nov. 27, | £1 A 7 . _ d 
- e A f Þ * 

„„ VöVB 


* * * : p 4 7 
{ ; 


1 


Ta 


E 


——— — 


and an ed 


* - 
—— — 


— 
— - 2 
. 


18 
12 
N 

1 

4. 21 
1 

; 
1 
1 
19 
1 
1 
* 0 
1 
1 
11 

4:8 

3 4 

ih + 

71:08 

* LEH 

1 Th 

Frm 
1 
bs 
$18 © 
HL 
3; i 
oF 

"$2 
44 
7's. 

1K 
r i N 
$13 
gil 1 
+; 1 
15 
£5 
+1 EY 
Wo 
fl, 
7 
s + 
168 
i 4 
7 4% 
w . 5 
La 
lige 
1:38 
8 
£1188 
$1, 1 
a7 
1 
* 1 
19 
i it 
1 
8. ) 
13 
1 
av " 
ln 
ä * 
LT 
P 12 * 
8 
N 
N 
18. 
. 
197 
: 
4; of 
HY 2 
Fr 
Nb 
$ 
3/27 
if 3 
SE © 
1 p 
1 
19 
1 
— 4 
1 Z v 
. 
17 
SY 
5 . 
T8 
11 179 
4 * 
» i : 
"+ 
4 19 1 
1: 
BY 
1 
1 
1 
1 
an 
1 1 
{ , 
. 7 
3 
: FU 
„ 
414 ” 
118-5 
14 7 
33 
is. Wy 
1 
: - 
+; y 
. 
1 : 2 
[1 
REEL 
: | 
of 
* 
6 WE. 
* 
1 
{ 
: 
i 
f 
* 
a 
q 
'Y 
1 
+4 
75 
= 
1 
* 
. 
A 
1 
* 
* 
wy 
1 
24 


. 
i 
i 
4 
f 
Y 
; 
1 
, 
TS 
17 
„ 
| 


4 ; 


5 
3 FADE | | | 
To Miſs * * # 1 50 


ES 1:4 
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13 | + Sunday Morning. 
$ . r 4 
y dear Friend, | 


* 2 


I enges enough to wh that your foul 


L may this day * and that God may be 
found by you in all his ordinances. O that his 
love may be more and more ſhed abroad in your 
heart! And this certainly will be, if you walk 
_ cloſely with him, and ſuffer not your imagination 
to lead you from your only true 8 on 
Krive continually after a conſtant recoll 1 


manner in which you will be employed this after- 
noon; but this need not hinder your heart from 
being with your Saviour, he will ſupport and com- 
fort you. Take care that you run not into making 

obſervations either on the perſons, manners, or 
dreſs of your viſitors: four young ladies in a houſe 
together, are in the utmoſt danger from this ſin; 
and depend upon it, it is as contrary te Chriſtian 


love, as lying or ſtealing. - Adieu. | 
VJ dear Friend, © V 


J Have been thinking, ſince I ſaw you, of all the 
Anares to which you are going to be expoſed ; 
and I fincerely pray, that God may protect you 
in every danger, and hold up your goings in his 
| e | faths, 


*_ 


ection, and 
communion with God. —I know tho unprofitable _ 
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paths, But in order to gain his gracious protec» 
tion, you muſt take the 1 that you do 
nothing to grieve his bleſſed Spirit, and cauſe him 
to depart from you. And this any ſinful com- 
pliance will certainly do: therefore, when you 
are deſired to do any thing unbecoming a Chriſ- 
tian, fear not (young as you are) to bear your teſ- 
timony for God againſt an evil world. But do it 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs; and if by this means 
you draw upon yourſelf the appellations of whims 
fical, obſtinate, and ridiculous, look upon the re- 
proach as matter of rejoicing, and as adding a2 
greater luſtre to the crown you will hereafter re- | 
ceive. There is one tempation, which at your 
age is peculiarly dangerous, and that is a deſire of 
being thought handſome. Vou muſt be ever on 
your watch againſt this; for it will raife a thou- 
{and tempers in your ſoul, as contrary to the mind 
that was in Chriſt as darkneſs is to light. Nothing 
is a greater counter-poiſon to this defire, than 
bringing the mind to be contented, nay even to 
rejoice, that another ſhould outſhine us. Let Miſs 
J. be the means by which you acquire a conqueſt 
over this firſt-born of female pride: ſet yourſelf 
every day to take delight in her beauty, to wiſh 
for its embelliſhment} and to be moſt pleaſed when 
ſhe appears to the. greateſt advantage.---If when 
you read this, you colour, and cry, © Dear! what 
can ſhe mean? This is vaſtly odd * Depend 
upon it there is ſomething in your heart, Which 
makes the advice I have given highly neceſſary ; 
and fail not, as you prize your peace of mind and 
inereaſe of grace, to put it in practice. We ſhould 
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enjoy much more of the light of God's counte- 
nance, and of that peace which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, if we would attend to, and watch 
againſt, thoſe occaſions of falling, which from 
their commonneſs we are apt to call little, A 
foul is often caſt into heavineſs for hours, by an 
unguarded word.---You will not, my love, be an- 
a gry with me, becauſe I 2 thus freely with you; 
5 | ! Log” I 


1 
* 
1 
Ky. 
1% 
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1 watch over your ſoul in tender love; and 


though ſenlible of my owhi unworthineſs, either 


to adviſe or perſuade ; though ſenſible of my own 


great and manifold fins and imperfections, I can- 


not. deſiſt from guarding you againſt all that may 


hinder your being made perfect in the love of 


God, Iam 
7 : Pour ever affectionate 
November go, . „ 
7. 50 ** 


Fl 2 


1 Thank you, my love, for writing to me, and 
J rejoice that you are happy. God never fails to 
hear thoſe that call. upon him, and is gracious above 


All that we can either aſk or think. As to my ill- 


neſs, it is extremely troubleſome, but I believe 


not dangerous: and I muſt continue to bear it for 


a good While longer, without attempting to remove 
it, becauſe my apothecary himſelf knows not what 
to make of it: however, I am juſt as I ought to 
be: I delight to do and ſuffer the will of God, 
and his. mercies are ſweet to my ſoul. I am in that 
happy ſtate of reſignation, that I have not a wiſh 
but for an increaſe of grace and holineſs, O 


Sunday my ſoul longed after the ſacrament, and 


the tears came in my eyes, becauſe I could not go 


to church. But are the flowing ſtreams of redeem- 


ing love confined to place or time ? I found in- 
deed they were not; for my ſoul was. at home 


. ſweetly repleniſhed with every bleſſing I could 


Have hoped for at. the altar. How much are thoſe 


to be pitied who ſet their hearts on any thing in 
this ſtate. of exiftence.! How poor, how low, 
| How trifling is every thing, that does not look to- 
Wards eternity !. I have ſuch an experimental ſenſe 
of the nothingneſs of all worldly things, that they 
feem no more to me than dancing puppets ; * 


WP | 


! am ſometimes ready to affront my brother and 
Mr, , by ſmiling at the important air with 
which they talk of their buſineſs, as they call it,—- 
think there is very little probability that I ſhall 
be fit to come to the wedding, Pray God on 
your ſiſter's heart in this time of danger and dif- 


traction, and bleſs you both with the bleſſings of 


his children. 


| Fanuary Ty 1755» 


Yo tharadter, for candour and piery, takes 


from re all fear that you fhould be offended 
at the addreſs of a perfon unknown, even though 


this addreſs is defigned to point out ſomething. 
amiſs in you; which it is abſolutely neceſlary (for 


the good of your own ſoul, and for the eternal 


welfare of thoſe who hear you) that you ſhould 
amend. -M ou believe /----Y ou feel the power, and 
tive the life of faith O why will you not ſtrive 
that others may be partakers of like happinefs with 
you ?---I know your general manner of preach- 
ing: I myſelf have heard you; and while my ear 
has been delighted with your affecting delivery, 
your elegant language, and well-turned periods, 
my heart has bled to think that ſuch talents ſhould” 


be ſo miſerably perverted :. bled for you, and for 


thoſe poor ſouls wham this way of preaching lulls 


into a fatal ſecurity, Pardon my freedom of 


fpeech prone my boldneſs towards you } but 
r 


you yourſelf will acknowledge, that where the 


| foundation is 'unfound; che dulding Muff fall; 
and no true foundation can be laid except Jeſus 
ge = "Obit. 
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Chriſt. Vour own experience muſt tell you that T 

a divine power can alone change the heart: that 
all outward regularity of benaviour, all rounds “ 
and forms of devotion, and alt moral duties, with- 

out this change, are utterly unavailing, and only 

- like beautifying the outſide of a ſepulchre, which 
within is full of dead men's bones, and of all un- | 
cleanneſs. Pon are ſenſible. too, that faith in a p 
dying Redeemer, 1s the only means given us by 
which this change of heart can be effected. To 
what purpoſe then is it to tell poor, loft, undone 
man, of the dignity of his rational nature, and the 
beauty of virtue ?---Dear Sir, for the ſake of that 
God whom you love and adore, away with theſe 

_Jhadows, and ſubſtitute in their places realities, 

How would it delight the heart of ſeveral of your 
friends (who greatly love and eſteem you, and 
who wiſh well to the goſpel of Chriſt) to ſee you, 
with all the force of eloquence, labouring to con- 

_ vince your hearers of the fn of their nature, their 
condemnation in the fight of God, and their utter 
incapacity to help themſelves ; and then proclaim- 
ing to them, Behold the Lamb of God, who tak - 

eth away the fins of the world? 
IJ am ſenſible of the difliculties you will have 
to encounter in thus changing your manner of 
preaching: but though the battle be hard to fight, 
great will be the glory of the Ys It is true 
our enemies are ſtrong and powerful; the devil, 
the world, all the wicked, and all the ſelf- righte- 
ous, will be joined together againſt you; but look 
up with an eye of faith, and ſee how many more 
are for you. Think of the holy angels rejoicing 
over every ſinner converted by your means; thin 
that the captain of your ſalvation, your God and 

-Redeemer, will be ever near to help, to ſtrength- 
en and comfort you! And conſider what unut- 
terable joy your ſoul will feel, when at that 

period of time, which is the moſt delightful to 
the true Chriſtian, Fay can with firm confidence, 
cry out with St, Pau, “ I bave fought a pro 


— . 


DENCE 


OS 
& fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
ce the faith: henceforth is laid up for me 2 crowrr 


of righteouſneſs,” 


Jam (though unknown and unworthy ) 
Your truly affeflionate Friend. 


"a e 
193 much obliged to you for your letter to me 


and if it will increafe your joy to know that 1 
love my Saviour more than health, or fight, or life, 


be aſſured that I do; and that I ſhould think my- 
ſelf the moſt ungrateful and vile of all creatures, if 
I did not. It is my conſtant and earneſt deſire 


every day, nay, every hour, to increaſe in the 


knowledge and love of God, and to be ſaved not 
only from the guilt, but alſo from the power of 


ſin. I know that the grace of God through Chriſt 


is ſufficient for me; I know that the blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin ; and I know (bleſſed 
be God for giving me that knowledge) that I have 


redemption through bis blood, even the forgive- 


nefs of my fins. Think now, what a wretch I 
mould be, if I did not love this Redeemer, and if 


I did not wiſh, above all things, to be conformed 


to his image ?----And in conlequence of my thus 
loving God, becauſe he firſt loved me, I love every 


creature which God has made, and every ſoul of 
man, Without any regard had to fefts, names, or 


parties. The Moravian church, though I am cer- 
tain at this time it is over-run with dreadful errors, 
I love, pity, and pray for. O may the God of love 
and unbounded mercy, convince and reſtore it ! 
I thank you for the glorious advice you give me, 


of © living very near the croſs :”! there is life in- 


deed ! Life freely given, to every ſoul that ſeeks 
it. And that you and I may ever partake of this 
lafe, is the hearty wiſh gf your 
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= To the Rev, Mr, ** * * | 


November 30, 1753. 


„„ : 
Am much obliged to you for your apoſtolical 
letter, and for the truly chriſtian joy you ex- 

preſs for my baby's happineſs, That I have felt 
all that the greateſt ſenſib lity of temper is capable 
of feeling on ſuch an occaſion, is certain: but here 
has been my great comfort, that, in every thing 
which concerned the child, I have had neither 
will nor wiſh of my own. He was peculiarly de- 
dicated to God, even before he was born: and 
Fence, he has been daily, nay almoſt houtly offered 
up; and that not in word only but in truth; and 
as it has pleaſed God to accept him as a ſacrifice, 
rather than as a ſervant, I have nothing to ſay, 
but * thy will be done!“ If I could have ſeen 
you, or any of my chriſtian friends at this time, 
when all the fineſt ſprings of human nature were 
on the rack, it would have been a great ſatisfac- 
tion: but it pleaſed God to with-hold all creature 
comfort from me; and though his own atm ſuſ- 
tained me, it was in a manner not ſenſibly perceiv- 
ed by my ſoul ; ſo that I had the great bleſling of 
bearing ſomething of the cro/s, And this I look 
upon to be a peculiar bleſſing to me, becauſe I 
have been ſo wholly led by love, that before this, 

I knew but very, little of what it was to ſuffer the 
will of God, In ſhort, every diſpenſation of my 
Heavenly Father towards me, is nothing but mercy 

and unbounded goodneſs, I /e# and J adore.— The 


_ 


Lord Jefus bleſs and preſerve you in body, ſoul, 


- 


aud ſpirit, Fail not to pray for . 
8 : {0:2 Your obliged and aſfectionate | 


. . e * - . ; L a 4 Be 
| N | De 
5 a * . 2 
- 
* 


„ Monday, December 22, 1755. 
Dear Sir, 5 4, 


See with delight, that you are ſet up as a mark, 
for every one of the devil's tools to ſhoot at + 


and ke certainly wounds the deepeſt by thoſe, who 


while they are working for him, imagine they are 
doing God ſervice, and acting with chriſtian pru- 
dence. How often is that wiſdom which comes from 
beneath, taken for that which comes from above ! 


And fear of man, ſecret deſire of preferment, and | 


being aſhamed of the croſs of Chrift, dignified with 
the title of true diſcretion, and;caution not to give 
offence 7 1 indeed, i be wounded in the 
ouſe of your friends; nothwte, perhaps, is more 
p Eee nature, but if e 
of the houſe Beelzebubj; how much more thoſe of 
his houſhold !—Thoſe ſervants of Chriſt who are 
deſigned by him for eminent ufeh inept muſt of ne- 
ceſſity have the greateſt ſharè H tribulation ; for 
the higheſt place of honour under our king, is that 
of the ſharpeſt ſufferings, I ſhould not wonder 


: if the tongues and pena nh gy pour brethren (ex-- 


cept two or three) were employed againſt you: 
and I am ſo far from being ſorry (on your account) 
for Mr. L.'s preaching againſt. you, that I look 
upon it as a precious and blefſed mark, and a ſeul to 
the truth of your miniſtry.— - Happy parting, in- 
deed, with the world! And happy parting with 
every comfort in it, if nearer union with God is 
the conſequence! O ceaſe not to pray for me, 
that all things may thus work together for my 
good! This poor dream of life will ſoon be at an 
drop of cold water for the ſake of Chriſt, ſhall not 
loſe their reward, what af exceeding and-eternal 
weight of glory, attends thoſe happy ſouls wha 
cConſtantly labour and patiently ſuffer for him 1. 


Iam your obliged and faithful | 
ff , ðᷣͤ GR. ” 
45 172 * 


”* 


he maſter. - 


end! and then, if thoſe who have only given a 
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comfort from me; and though his own arm fſul- 
tained me, it was in a manner not ſenſibly perceiv- 
ed by my ſoul ; ſo that I had the great bleſſing of 
. bearing ſomething of the 2 And this I look 
| | pec ing to me, becauſe 1 
have been ſo Wholly led by love, that before this, 
I knew but very, little of what it was to ſuffer the 
will of God, 10 
heavenly Father towards me, is nothin 
and unbounded goodneſs. I /e and I adore.— The 
Lord Jeſus bleſs and preſerve you in body, ſoul, 
P _ Your obliged and aſfectionate 


N — 


g To the Rev, Mr. | „ ; * 


0 33535 TIT Movember go, 1755. ; 


. 


4 
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1 Am much obliged to you for your apoſtolical 
letter, and for the truly chriſtian joy you ex- 
preſs for my baby's happineſs, That I have felt 


all that the greateſt ſenſib lity of temper is capable 
of feeling on ſuch an occaſion, is certain: but here 
has been my great comfort, that, in every thing 
which concerned the child, I have had neither 


vill nor wiſh of my own. He was peculiarly de- 
dicated to God, even before he was born: and 
fince, he has been daily, nay almoſt houtly offered 


up; and that not in word only but in truth; and 


as it has pleaſed God to accept him as a ſacrifice, 
rather than as a ſervant, I have nothing to ſay, 
but © thy will be done!“ If I could have ſeen 
you, or any of my chriſtian friends at this time, 
when all the fineſt ſprings of human nature were 
on the rack, it would have been a great ſatisfac- 


tion: but it pleaſed God to with-hold all creature 


upon to be a peculiar ble 


| In ſhort, every diſpenſation of my 


- 


4 — 


g but mercy | 


Wi 


„„ 


Monday, December 22, 1763. 


Dear Sir, 


1 See with delight, that you are ſet uþ as a mark, 


for every one of the devil's tools to ſhoot ar: 


and he certainly wounds the deepeſt by thoſe, who 


/ 


| dence. How often is that wiſdom which comes 


while they are working for him, imagine they are 
doing God ſervice, and acting with chriſtian ow 
þ rom 
beneath, taken for that which comes from above ! _ 
And fear of man. ſecret deſire of preferment, and 
being aſhamed of the croſs of ChriR, dignified with 
the title of true diſcretion, and;caution not to give. 
offence !—lIt is hard indeed, q be wounded in the 
Houſe of your friends ;. = „perhaps, is more 


ainful to nature, but if chey have called the maſter 


of the houſe Beelzebnj how much more thoſe of 


end! and then, if thoſe who have on 
Arop of cold water for the ſake of Chriſt; ſhall not 


| bis hopſhotd {—Thoſe ſarvanio ot Oba whanes 
de ſigned by him for eminent 5 ts mult of ne- 


ceſſity have the greatelt ſhares 


ibulation; for 


the higheſt place of honour under our king, is that 


of the ſharpeſt ſufferings, I ſhould not wonder | 


if the tongues and 3 our brethren (en- 
cept two or three) were employed againſt you: 
and I am ſo far from being ſorry (on your account) 


for Mr. L.'s. preaching. againſt, you, that 1 look 
upon it as a precious and bleſſed mark, and a ſeal to 
the truth of your miniſtry. -. Happy parting, in- 
deed, with the world! And happy parting witk 


every comfort in it, if nearer union with God is 


the conſequence! O ceaſe not to pray for mins - 
good! This poor dream of life will ſoon be at an 


given a 


loſe their reward, What an exceeding and eternal 


weight of glory, attends thoſe happy ſouls wa 
_ conſtantly labour and patiently ſulfe 


r for him / 
„II am your obliged and faithful h PETs 
n and Stow, 
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2 Sunday Afternoon, 08, 1 3. 1754s | 


My dear Friend, | 7 

T Was this morning (though unſeen by you), pre- 
1 ſent at vour ſermon on the aer workis of 
God, and ſat impatiently expecting and longing 


to hear that name mentioned, by which alone 


cometh- ſalvation. Surely thought I, When all 
His heathen and moral motives are done, I ſhall at 
- Jaft hear him urge that beſt and moſt prevailing mo- 
tive to our joining together in the praife of God, 
the exceeting riches of his mercy to us in Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, But, alas! How were my expectations 
Fruſtrated P And how did my heart fink when 
the ſermon was ended ?—If there is any faith to 
be given, either to the words or behaviour of man, 
you are a Chriſtian. But what did you fay flere, 
more than Socrates might have ſaid ? You will 
pardon my boldneſs: God knows the fincerity of 
my heart, when Ko rowers it ts only from a motive 
of love to your foul, and the fouls of thofe who 
hear you, that I write with ſuch freedom. Give 
me leave then to aſk, have you for your own foul 
jn particular, found redemption through the bleod + 
_ of Chriſt? I have all the reaſon imaginable, 
from your ſweet converſation, to believe that you 
have. But how is it then that you could preach - 
one fuch ſermon as this? O ſearch well into your 
own heart, Is there not ſome root of bitterneſs 


remaining, ſame evil ſhame, which renders you 


thus inconſiſtent ® Had I not heard you myfelf, 


I could not have thought it poſſible for you 40 5 


have preacked in this manner, after the glorious 
4 NP | things 


— 


N 
I 


682 
things you have ſaid to me. You have called me 
friend. Take this letter as the higheſt proof of. 
friendſhip I could. poſſibly give you. Is it not ſo, 
for your ſake to run the hazard of 2 thought 
bold and afſuming If you are offended, tell me 

ſo plainly, but at the ſame time freely forgive me 
and believe me, with the ſincereſt wiſhes for your 
preſent uſefulneſs and eyerlaſting happineſs, | 


Your ever obliged and affeftionate friend, 


K „ 


* 


3 \ 
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To the Rev. Mr, * 


r 


„ , 1155 


5 December 85, 1754 


Dear Sir, | 4 — - 
RAY this bleſſed day, in which the ſun of rig] 1 
, teouſneſs firſt aroſe on our dark world, bring 


a new acceſſion of light, and peace, and joy to 
your precious foul! May the power of God accom- 
pany every word you utter, and give you this day 

to enlarge your conqueſts over the prince of dark=, * I 
neſs] O give my full heart leave 9222 itſelf ü 
in praying for you, in bleſſing you, and in thank- . 
_ ivg you, for your ſurprizing goodneſs to me; nao. 
no, never ſhall you find me ungrateful : that God, 
in whom alone I truſt for ſtrength, will preſerve. 
me from falling into E of all! crimes, Ll. 
ſhall not, I fear, have the delightful ſatis faction 
of hearing you to-morrow, = therefore could 
not forbear writing to-day; beſides, I am by ': ; 152 
neſs. prevented attending the public, worſhip f iſ 
God, ſo that I have need of this comfort, Every "$3 
t hing has ſucceeded Her e beyond my hopes your i _— 
| preſence has greatly diſpelled every cloud of pre- 
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„„ of, 
_ Judice, and fear of man. In ſhort, when I confls 
der the goodneſs of God, and my own abſolute 
unworthineſs, I am loſt in aſtoniſhment; dear 
vir, pray that T may make a proper improvement 
of all theſe bleſſings, and particularly ef that er- 
ceeding great bleſſing, your friendſhip. O Sir r 
may I indeed ſay, your friendſhip ? The Lord Je- 
ſus bleſs and reward you! Expreſſion fails me 
when I would thank you as J ought, and tell how' 
much I am 5 e 


Pour ever obiged and afeftionate 


„ „ 


—_ 
* 
> = 


Dear Sir, 


7 OUR anſwer to my queſtion, en What is the. 
proper foundation of our We e, in tem. 
poral bleffings, is perfectly fatisfactory, and & - _ 
thank you for it, What youTay of Mr. P.'s tach 
is juſt what'I wanted; poſſibly ſome fit ſeaſon 
may de given me to make a good uſe of it, One. 
would imagine, if fingſenefs'of eye and fincerity 
of heart; were really found in all thoſe of our” 
miniſters, who in a meafure preach the 23 4 
there weuld ſcaree be room left for even the ſha- 
dow of a diſpute. But this is only imagination; 
for I cannot help obſerving of ſome, for Whoſe 


ſincerity I would anſwer with my life, that they 7 


are far from being conſiſtent long together. 1 

. Have lately been attacked with a mighty pretty 
diſtinction (and from = ignorance a new one to 
me) in reſpe& of the doctrine of aſſurance of for- 
giveneſs of fin. Mr.“ a hy? it is the effence 
of faith but moſt of the old Puritans, together 
Vith a heap of great names (of which I remember 


-_ 


dot one) fay, it is of the fruits of faith,—A po 


weak woman, who has not learnt logic, may be 
eaſily puzzled with the nicety of a logical diſtinc- 
tion: but ſtill I could plainly ſee, that let it be 
eſſence or fruits, there was a manifeſt neceſlity for. 
_ enforcing. the. do&rine; becauſe a tree which 
brings not forth its proper fruit, is a barren tree. 
A faith which brings not forth its proper fruits, 
is a dead faith, and conſequently unprofitable, 
The anſwer is, A tree may be alive, and yet not 
bring forth fruit immediately.“ Well, but this 
makes nothing againſt the neceſſity there is that 
| : 1 bring forth fruit, in order to make it a 
profitable tree. — But then we have a homily to fly 
tO :—=** The homily on ſalvation, ſays nothing of 
aſſurance,” —If the homily contradifts. St, Paul, 
the homily is nothing to me," O, you won't 
refer it to that, becauſe it makes againſt you.” I 
do not ſo much as know what is in it. It only 
 Tays a ſure truft and confidence. I think a ſure 
confidence is nearly the ſame with aſſurance. No, 
they are very different.””-----Now,. Sir you muſt. 
be ſo. good as to furniſh me with two or three of 
your ſtrong arguments, to pull down this Babel 
Tower which our friends are building. I ſhould. 
alſo be glad, if you would tell me by what happy 
art you are al ways confiftent in doctrine, as well as 
>raftice : for 1 can find no one elſe who is ſo.---- | 
893 of opinion ] regard not; I could enjoy 
Fellowſhip of Pirie with a truly ſincere Preſbyte- 
man, Papiſt, or Quaker, Inconſiſtency is the 
thing alone which hurts me. When 1 fd this 
in people, whom I know to be in ſo much higher 
a ſtate of grace than myſelf, and whom I love and 
Honour, it diſquiets me, I own by far-too much; 
and my ſoul like Noah's dove, flies ſolitary about, 
and finds no place of reft upon the face of the 
Whole earth, till at laſt, with one olive-leaf, and 
only one, ſhe returns joyful to the ark. Give me 
leave, Sir, to intreat of you (if you ſhould have F | 
Jittle time to ſpare) that you will juſt point out te 
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me, Firſt, What are the probable cau ſesof this in- 


| _ evnliftency, in thoſe who have truly ſincerity of 
| Heart, and ſingleneſs of eye. 2dly, What is the 

| moſt probable/ means of curing this diſtemper in 
the mind. And gdly, How I may avoid ere 4 | 
into it myſelf, and keep my ſoul from being dif- 


© quieted, when I find it in thoſe whom I highly 
| eſteem, —-I hope God continues to preſerve to 
| us your precious health, and that your long jour- 
| nies may be a means of ſtrengthening and eſtabliſh. * 
| ing it. doubt not but the Work of the Lord 


proſpers in your hands, and that you will have 
much reaſon to rejoice in the fruit of your labours, | 
How happy are you to be always thus employed, 
[in ſuch eminent ſervice for your maſter ® You = | 
| live almoſt the life of an unembodied ſpirit ;' and 
| live nearly the life of a plant. But thank God, 
it is abſolutely certain, that this immortal ſpirit 
of mine, which is thus preſſed in on every fide, 
and weighed down with matter, will ſometime 
burſt its bonds, and break the bars of its priſon ; 
and then, how it will ſoar! Nothing lure can 
equal the life, the Joy, the glorious liberty, Which 
a ſpirit mult feel, when firſt delivered from its 
heavy clog! Farewel. May our dear Redeemer 
. continually watch over you, and bleſs you in 
every thought, word, and action 
3 | T am, Sc. 
xp, 2 e 
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Dear Sir, (. 
' W ſhall I find words to thank you for your 1 
1 ſweet expreſſions of care and friendſhip for 
my ſoul? Ten thouſand thouſand bleſſings on 
your own ſor this kindneſs, I hope I may in 
k 4 N ; [Ek ; & wee one 


— 
aw 


— 
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o 


one ſenſe ſay that my ſoul proſpers, becauſe I de- 
ſire nothing but that the will of God may be done 
in me and by me. But I have not at preſent thoſe 
overflowings of joy, I have at ſometimes experi- 
enced: the cries of a fickly infant, which touch 
all the fineſt ſprings of human nature, caſt a kind 
of heavineſs over my ſoul ; and the perpetual and 
ſtrict watch I am, obliged to keep over my heart; 
for fear the leaſt murmuring or complaining thought 
ould ariſe in it (which L would rather die than 
ſuffer) ſeem rather to reſtrain my ſoul from the 
glorious freedom ſhe once had, of loſing herſelf 
in the heights and depths of divine love.---O bleſ: - 
ſed hours: of abſtraction from all creatures, and 
joyful communion with the fountain and centre 
of all happineſs, when will ye return? Whenit 
is the will of my heavenly Father that you ſhould 
return: and in that divine will I reſt contented, 
willing, nay pleaſed, to ſuffer any thing, every 
thing ſo I may be kept from fin. I have lately 
had inward temptations buzzing about my mind, 
| like inſets in a ſummer's day; but, by lock ing to 
Jeſus, I as eakily diſperſe them, as the waving | 
hand diſperſes thole little troubleſome animals: 
and, thanks to my Redeemer's boundleſs mercy, 
I ſtill enjoy in my inmoſt ſoul, a peace which! 
would not loſe for millions of worlds, But I great- 
ly 'want_ conſtant recollection, and a mortified 
humble ſpirit. You know the weight your words. 
have with me: give me, I beg of you, fome direc- | 
tions for obtaining this. I cannot take my leave, 
without thanking you again and again, for enquir- 
ing after my ſoul. O how dearly do I love you 
for this goodneſs! May the tender mercies of God 
be with you! May the eternal Comforter meet 
and bleſs you in every word of your tongue, and. 
in every thought of your heart! ITE, 
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J Shall not forget the great reaſon I had to be 
| thankful both to God and you, for our inf con- 
verſation. It ſeemed to me, that I had more 
liberty of ſpeaking to you than uſual, though a 
thouſand things were yet left unfaid ; and you 
led me to make many obſervations, which I hope 
will be of laſting benefit to my foul, You have 
taught me to ſee the amazing wiſdom and Joving- 
kindneſs of God in Geral inſtances, which T - 
| ſhould not elſe have thought of; and I am fully 
ſatisfied with all his diſpoſals, knowing that he 
orders all things well, I chearfully ſubmit: and 
I truſt that ſtrength will be given me to walk on 
in the way ſet before me, © though forrowful, 
yet, (in one ſenſe} always A da EP apa BY 
not a great bleſſing that the thorns are mixed With 
roſes? This is infinitely more than I deſerve,--- 
How true is it, that the higher ſatisfaction we 


have in any thing beſides God, the greater pain 
muſt neceſſarily attend it? I have often been 
taught this leflon, in various degrees, each riſing 
above the other; and yet I have not learnt 
wiſdom. And who ſhall teach me this wiſdom ? 
Why, you yourſelf can lay down moſt excellent 
rules, but it is God alone who can give me pow © 
er to pratiſe them. I plainly ſee the neceſſity of 
having every thought brought into ſubjection to 
Chriſt : it muſt be thus, if I would attain ſettled 
zxeace and conſtant recolle&ion. In your 
Extragt from Molinos, the ſtate of mind F am 
| ſeeking is well deſcribed in theſe words: „ The 
« foul that is entered into the heaven of peace, 
e acknowledges itſelf full of God, and his ſuper- 
6« natural gifts; becauſe it lives grounded in a 


GE pure 


, 
& hure love, receiving equal pleaſure in light and 
„ darkneſs, in night and day, in afliction and con- 
„ ſolation : through this holy and heavenly indif- 
& ferency, it never loſes its peace in adverſity, nor 
its tranguility in tribulation, but ſees itſelf full of 
« unſpeakableenjoyments.” And again, © Though 
c the valley of the lower faculties of the ſoul, is 
&« ſuffering tribulations, combats, martyrdoms, and 
„ ſuggeſtions, yet at the ſame time, on the lofty 
„ mountain of the higher part of the ſoul,” the 
'& true ſun caſts its beams; it enflames and inligh- 
«tens it, and ſo it becomes clear, peaceable, re- 
& ſplendent, quiet, ſerene, being a mere ocean 
& of joy.” But alas! you will ſay; How far 
«are you from this ſtate !” True, T am far from 
it indeed. And yet I have ſometimes experienc- 
ed ſome little glimmerings of it, but they been 
ſoon diſturbed : And then I have fondly ſaid to 
myſelf, Well, when this trial, this temptation, 
or difficulty is over, I ſhall return to my ſweet 
peace, and m ſoul will be wholly ſwallowed up 
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in the love of God, Vain imagination !. I think 
JI have now experimentally. learnt a truth, which 
before only floated in my brain, , That the peate' 
« of a Chriſtian does not conſiſt in being free 
«© from temptations and difficulties, but in ſted- 
« faſtly and calmly: conquering them.“ Once 
more, the Lord preſerve you} Could my prayers 
. avail any thing, what bleſſings would you receive, 
in body, ſoul, and fpirit! O farewel, farewel 
And. when your ſoul is moſt carried up to God, 


remember to pray for. 


— 


| Your grateful and aſectionate 


56 TR! 
5 
„ 8 April 
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I Return you many thanks for writing fo ſoon, 
and particularly for filling two ſides of your pa- 
per. My foul was as much enlivened by your letter, 
as the earth, the birds, and flowers, are by the 
rays of the ſun, after a long and heavy rain, Ma 
your bleſſed maſter reward you for all your a 
neſs to me ! 1 5 . , 5 
I thank God I have in ſome meaſure learnt 
that grand leſſon, „Not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.;” and 1 continually pray that he would 
teach it me more and more. The preſent idle and 
half-dying life I am obliged to lead, greatly needs 
this temper of mind ; and it is all the free _ 
of my Redeemer that I can now ſay, his grace is ſut- 
. ęꝑ TE ! 
In regard to temporal bleſſings, I have now and 
then a little diſpute with ſome of my religious 
friends, and I want your authority to ſtrengthen 
my arguments, They ſay, Whatever tempo- 
ral bleſſing God gives, you are to rejoice and take 
a pleaſure in it, as his gift. And I ſay Whateyer 
temporal bleſſing God beſtows, the motive for 
your rejoicing ſhould be merely the will of God: 
for if,you rejoice in the bleſſing, conſidered as hap- 
pineſs in itſelf (though referring it to God with a 
thankful heart) you are building on the ſand, and 
your happineſs will be ſhaken, if not overturned, 
by the firſt ſtorm that beats upon it. But if the 
will of God be the motive of your rejoicing, you. 
build your happineſs on a foundation which never 
can be moved. The preſent bleſſing, indeed, may 
vaniſh away, but your cauſe.of rejoicing ſtill re- 
maineth ſure and ſtedfaſt, in time and eternity.--= 
Some people think the way I am in-at preſenta 
| rap | | | : prodigious 


— 


Ez o. / 


prod igious happirieſs; and the greateſt of worldly 
bleſfings, and Wil alk" me, 40 are you not pleaſed?” 


—Ianſwer, I am pleaſed with every thing which 
is the will of God; and the anſwer is thought an 


odd one; but I cannot help it, I dare not make 


# * 


Rn 


ou want me to ſay ſomething upon chriſtiau 
love ripened in eternity. But this is a theme for 


: G gels; my ſoul is too Tow, too dull, to attempt to 


vrite upon it; I can only wiſh _——_— to be a. 
eſt ſtreams . 


partaker of it. Farewel; may the ſweete 
of redecming love.ever fill your ſoul. 
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Dear Sir, „„ 


IJ. Can truly ſay, that 1 would with jey devote all 
4+ I have, and all I am to God, and gladly ſpend: 
every hour in his ſervice. But the difficulties I - 
find in the way are indeed 2nſuperable'tome, though 
not ſo. I think to every one; at leaſt, if I may 
judge from ſome few inſtances I haue ſeen ſince 
my acquaintance with yaz,---Y ou yourſelf, even 
outwardly, appear to me to ſpend every hour to 


the glory of God; and for this reaſon I look upon 


you to be the happieſt of mankind. When I ſee 
you ſpent with fatigue, your eyes half eloſed, and 


your outward man ſeeming to haſten toits diffolu- 


tion, though I would freely give my own life and : 
ſtrength to.increaſe yours, I almoſt zxnvy you: this 


Roan fatigue, and ſay to myſelf, how happy, 


w ble fled is this man, thus to ſpend and be ſpent - 
in. the ſervice of his Redeemer ! Think-me not 
| et Hg; preſumptuous 


1 
7 


| 


Fr 
K 
q 87 
4 oy 
12 
En 
_ 
{ 
7 1 
by, 
5 . 
: + 
. it 
: 7 
1 
= 
oh 
3 
BIA 
$874 
6 


=o" nz; — ol — 
— —— — = 
E — 
— — ay —— 2 — 2 AR by 
— n —— — . o a . 


2 r 
— — — f 

— ———— — —ͤ—.... 
—— 


3 — — 
— — —— 
K —— 9 

p ay mm — 


7 
— . a—_— 


r ne RI — 
— 8 —- — ym 
ou — = — by 00 
2 + 5 ren 
o — 


2 


„% — 
Namens when. I ſay, that I place you con- 
ſtantly before my mind, as my living example, 
Outwardly it certainly is impoſſible for me to fol- 
low. you, but inwardly !\-—— ——O, Sir, that I could 
in every faculty of my ſoul be a follower of you, 
even as you are of Chriſt / —Y ou bid me love 
enbugh ;. and doubtleſs if I could love enough, I 
ſhould (as you ſay) do enough, for perfect love is 
perfe& liberty, liberty to conquer all ſin, and attain 
to all holineſs. This is the glorious privilege of, 
the children of God; and this my ſoul pants after. 
But though I can ſincerely ſay, that 1 love God 
above all things, yet it is very evident that I do 
not love er ne the fruits of this perfect 
love are not produced in my foul. Sometimes my 
enemies ſeem entirely conquered, and my mind 
is ſmooth and calm, as were the waters after Chriſt 
had ſaid to them, Peace, be fiill, But when 1 
ſeem thus ſtrong, I am (to my inexpreſſible ſnama 
and confuſion) found to be weakneſs itſelf ; ſome 
trifle, which e e appeared toq contemp- 
tible even to be thought of, will be the means of: 
my 2nwardly falling. But thanks be to God I have- 
—. , 55 


“ Quick as the apple of an eye 
« The ſlighteſt touch of fin to fee "a 


To feel and immediately fly to that blood of 
| ſprinkling, which alone can cleanſe me from this. 
pollution. But indeed, Sir, I'find every day more 
and more the truth of your words, „that I have 
need to watch always.” I am ſet in the midſt of 
ſnares, both friends and enemies conſpiring toge- 
ther, to keep me from that humility, which is ſo 
neceſſary to one who wiſhes to be really a Chriſtian. 
My enemies lead to pride, by railing at me for 
what is, and ought to be, in one ſenſe, my glory; 
and my friends, by having too high an opinion of 
me. I think there is none, except yourſelf, whe 
do not in ſome meaſure hurt me: and therefore, 


— 


* . 


* 


and for all your goodneſs to 


dread as poiſon ;. and yet my temper is ſuch, as. 
makes ſome encouragement neceſſary, Your be- 


the length of my letters. O may your bleſſed maſ- 


- 


though I dare not call you my friend; as implying- 
any particular attachment on your part, you are 
in fact my trueſt and beſt friend. Praiſe I now 


- 


haviour to-me is exactly fitted to-preſerve the bay 
lance of my mind even ; a ſmile of approbation 
from you, is that praiſe which encourages without 
endangering. You will pardon my Heakia ſo. 
much of myſelf! A patient, you know, mult fully 
lay open his caſe to. his phyſician; and I have. 
been emboldened even by you yourſelf, to increaſe -_ 


ter reward you for all your labours in his ſervice, 
5 Four unworthy, though | 
5 ever grateful and aſfectionate 
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| The heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately. 
oO. WIR, Jun. HEH; . 4 
My God, how fatally do I experience the 
a truth of this aſſertion! My heart is indeed, 
deceitful above all things: and how great is my 
ſorrow. on the melancholy. reflection? Lord, I 
Have, by the deceitfulneſs and wickedneſs of my 
own heart, juſtly forfeited my title to the jozs of 
eternity, incurred thy indignation, and made my- 
ſelf obnoxious. to that dreadful ſentence, Depart 
ve curſed ! And ho juſt this ſentence, after the 
crimes my deceitful. heart has betrayed me into; 
after the many good, reſolutions I have brake; 
after the fins of ingratitude, preſumption, an 
repining, with which I have defiled my ſoul!” 
How often have I reſolved, firmly reſolved; to 
keep a ftrift watch over my eyes and heart in the 
houſe of God, and to let no thought have entrance 
which could prevent me from addreſſing my Cre- 
ator with the reverence I ought? But, merciful: _ 
God, how contrary have I atted to all this? Have 
not my eyes been amuſed by vanity, and my * 4 
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„ WS og nd 
fodiftrated by idle and ridicufous ideas, that I have _ 
not known the words my lips prenounced? Nay, - 

have not even unclear-and blaſphemous thoughts, 
attacked me at this facred time, and, wretch that 
J am! been indulged, or but coldly rejected p 
Horrible proof that my heart is deceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked! Lord, I ab- 
'hor myſelf, for having thus often, and thus hei- 
noufly offended thee. I am utterly aſhamed and 
; confounded at my daring, my monſtrous impiety, - 
Ho ſhall I dare to hope for pardon of a fin fo fre- 
1 repeated, and with ſuch aggavations ? 
When I conſider the greatneſs of my guilt, my 
aſtoniſhed ſoul is ready to fink into black deſpair. 
Bleſſed God! I fin againſt the cleareſt conviction, 
againſt the checks of my conſcience, and the kind 
ad⁊2dmonitions of thy Holy Spirit; and, ſtrange per- 
verſeneſs! againſt all the ba es I have of happt- 
neſs, I ſin againſt that God, whom I love and 
adore from my ſoul, and whoſe favour I would. 
this 'moment lay down my. life to- procure. The 
thoughts of immortality, and the furprizing good- 
neſs of the Almighty in the works of creation and 
redemption, fill my mind with gratitude and won- 
der:; T am loſt in admiration, and could dwell for 
ever on the delightful theme. And yet, inconſif- 
tent wretch that I am! I go on to offend this 
divine author of my being, by my careleſs, ſupine,. 
and irreverent addreſſes, and my wicked and fan- 
taſtic thoughts, My prayers are turned into fins | -, 
and now is it not preſumption, the higheſt- pre- | 
ſumption, to hope for pardon ? Or rather, would | 
it not be a greater ſin than I have yet committed, . * 
to deſpairofit? It is; and I embrace and adore 
that mercy : that mercy. which is ſo freely offered 
to the worſt of ſinners : that mercy which is made 
fure to us by the blood of a crucified Saviour. O 
my only refuge! My deareſt hope and everlaſting 
confidence! teach me words to expreſs the ſen- 
timents I have of thee,' and the abhorrence I have 
of my guilt, I deteſt myſelf, hate my vile ingra- 
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titude, and am fully convincedofmy own weakneſs, 
and the vanity of my beſt reſolytions, without thy - 
aſſiſting grace: O grant me that, for the ſake of 
my Redeemer 2 on that alone will I rely: never 
more will I truſt to the ſtrength of my own teaſon: 


I have found, by dear experience, that J am folly 


and ineonſiſtency itſelf: without thy aid I am 
worſe than nothing; but, with the bleſſing I im- 
r I ſhall be more than conqueror. But is the 
fin I have now been lamenting, the only inſtance 
of the wickedneſs and deceitfulneſs of my heart ? 
Alas J it is not: 1 have innumerable proofs of its. 
treachery ; every day, every hour brings ſome, 
- and gives me new cauſe for grief and repentance. 
I qreſolve frequently, no more to repine at the 
misfortunes I lie under; no more to look back 
with difcontent, or forward with diſtruſt. And 
theſe refolutions I ſtrengthen, by reflections on the 
wiſdom of God: how. much better he knows to 
chuſe for me, than I could for myſelf; and how 
utiavailing inpatience is, under ills I cannot pre- 
vent. Then I confider how ſmall my puniſhment 
is in compariſon of What T deſerve, and ſhould: 
ſuffor was: not the Almighty infinitely merciful:; 
and what bleſſings afflictions are productive of, 
when received with humility and reſigngtion. And 
yet after all this, how often da L catch my deceitful 
heart breathing an impious ſigh, and by this ſecret 
complaint accuſing Providence! How often are 
my eyes lifted up, with a, Lord. Why am L 
e thus. miſerable 3 Why, While I ſee all around 
me gay and proſperous, malt I alone be unfor- 
4 tunate, and mourn without finding one to pity 
4 me? What have E done to deſerve the being 
« diſappointed in every thing I have ſet my affec- 
tion on, and deceived: by every friend I have 
* truſted - With this ſurprizing boldneſs have 
I dared to expaſtulate with my. Maker; and 
yet his. mercy. ſtill allows me life and time for. 
repentance. O thou adorable Being, may I never 
miore offend. thee by a diſcontented word: or 


may be in perfe 


e tm) 


— 3 but uk gant that every fagalty' of: my. ſout:. 

& reſignation to thy will; and by 
N . acquire that tranquility and peace, 
4 2 the delights 60 the earth are not able t 
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| 8 Ain Sry day 10 be perfettiy eaſy 
under every little mortification I may meet in the 
common occurrences of life. How weak (I cry) 
zs it to be affected by folly or ill · nature of the 
| world ! Why ſhould I regard the ſneers of people, 
| whoſe low ſentiments are wy deſerving ſcorn 
and pity ? Can the unreaſonable and unjuſt no- 
tions +7 another rob me of any real merit ? Can 
an "envious, a malicious, or a detracting ſpeech, 
do me any material injury, unleſs I. give it force 
myſelf by my inipatience and want of teinper? No 
certainly ; nothing from . without . can hurt me, . 
but by my own fault. A mind fortified by religion 
and philoſophy is proof againſt the darts of ſenſe. 
Jeſs tattle, or ill-natured wit. Firm and collected 
within itſelf, it ſmiles ſuperior, and looks down 
on the ignorant and the malicious with pity, 
Theſe ellen are juſt: and O that I could re- 
duce them into practice! But here 1 eee 15 
fail. After my ſoul has rings my herſelf with 
fine notions, and is ready to pronounce berſelf 
equal to every trial, ſhe ſinks in the moſt ſhame - 
ful manner. A word, a look, nay the very appear- 
ance of a ſlight, throws me into the greateſt uneaſi | 
neſs and confuſion ; and though I can govern my 
temper enough to hide it from the world, my heart 
is ready to burſt with indignation, Sarma e WEeak- 
neſs !---But why > I call it ſtrange ? Am I not 
too well acquainted with the fatal cauſe of this, 
and almoſt every fin I am guilty-of ? Tis vanity, . 
that intolerable vanity, which mixes itlelt with all 
I act, or ſpeak, or think. When I look rap 4 1 
into my deceitful and wicked heart, I find it 
full of this abominable vice, that I regard myſelf 
with horror and amazement ;. and yet, perhaps 
the DER; moment e in airy ſchemes and 
complacency. 
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univerſe, ſo vain and finful a wretch as Ia 


What can I hope for? What can I expect? Wilt: 
not eternal rejection from the preſence of God be 
Juſtly my portion? O the thought of unutterable 
My God ! my only hope } can I think 
of being for, ever caſt out from the light of thy; 
countenance, and live? Why does not the dread- 
ful idea at once put an end to my being? All the 
torments of damnation are ſummed up in theſe. 
ſhocking words, Eternal rejection from thy pre - 
ſence !---O gracious and adorable Being! let me 
not be thus beyond imagination curſed. In the 


horror! 


name of my bleſſed Saviour, I implore thy pity ! 


O look with compaſſion on a ſoul which pants for. 


grace and forgiveneſs ! a foul ſenſible of her weak 
and polluted ſtate, and entirely , relying on thy 


mercy ! O ſpeak peace to this troubled ſea, and 


all ſhall be calm! Give me ſtrength to reſiſt thoſe. 


' temptations I ſo often, fink under! But above all, 
change this wicked and deceitful heart, and give 


me a new heart, and a new ſpirit. Mortify in me. 


all proud thoughts and vain opinions of myſelf; 
and let not the bleſſings thou Raft beſtowed upon 


me, increaſe my condemnation, by being made. 
motives for pride and vain-glory. Hear and 
grant my requeſts, O ever-merciful God, for the 


deemer. Amen, 
1748, „ OO. . . ; 


ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Mediator and Re- 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and {will refreſh you. Mar, xi. 9. 


Words: this thy gracious call, and I obey it. 


I come unto thee, 'O thou light of the world! for 


reſt, peace, and everlaſting refreſhment, Wearied 
1 . =. 2: 
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complacency. Sure, there is not in the whole 


HES E, O compaſſionate Saviour, were thy 


＋ 


ſes which are truth fete; merciful as thy own. 
benificent nature, and unalterable as hy ing. 
Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but thy word 
ſhall never fail. Encouraged by this word, k 
me: not even the reflection of my abſolute un- 
VMiorthineſs ſhall keep me from thee, Tis to ſin- 
ners that this heavenly call is addreſſed ; ſinners 
that labour under the heavy burden of their of- 
fence ; and ſuch am I. The miſerable wretch who. 
is Chained to the oar, is not more weary of his fla. 
very, than I am of my fins; the fins which ſq 
cafh beſet me, and ſo often conquer my beſt 
reſolutions. Every hour I have new reaſon to 
lament my weakneſs, and to confeſs that thy grace. 
is my only refuge. O let that grace, which has 
kept me from all infamous crimes, be alſo my 
ceſervative againſt thoſe fins of the mind, which, 
though hid from the ſhort-ſighted world, are all 
open to thee, and render my ſoul equally odioug | 
to the eye of heaven. O ſave me from myſelf ! 
from my own proud thoughts and vain affettions | 
I come to thee, bleſſed Jeſus, that I may have 


reſt : O give me that reſt] then ſhall all be per- 


fe& peace and harmony, and my ſoul ſhall feel 


no emotions but thoſe of joy and gratitude, eter- | 
nal gratitude for my gracious and almighty be- 
nef OT. ; | „ Gs 5 | 
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This corrußtible muſt put on incorruption and this 
mortal muſt put on immortality, 1 Cox. xv. 33· 
O Glorious | and ever tranſporting thought ! T3 
Sure and never-failing remedy for all the 


troubles and diſappointments of life Incor- 
5 {Moe oy ne ruption 
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words 5 9 of! 657 e my 19% and gra- . 
titude ? Thy mercy, thy. free and hound) . | 
wh from nothin 5 ſs d me. Taco Þ 0 made 
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| ” miſerable, 1 have no. one to. Brake. e m 11 
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corruptibls 
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corruptible mall have ke on incorru uption ; whom: 
this companion lhich in ſp ite oF th 3g 5 
| betrays thee into, is ſtill e Mun ge eff 
| beloved) Mall become (inſtead of u cg, o 45 ) 
ſon] 'a-vehicle-pure and'ethereil; pe t 
for all the putpoſes'of: thy'ehlarged fachlties, 808 : 
the "completion. of thy glory and happine 1 
bleffed and defirable reunion 23 Ns Sor perm 

nent delight, and neyer-fadirij 

rapture does the idea inſpire LAY 1 = 
thoughts like theſe; I rife far abt dye the molt” | 
| ous Proſpects, which earth, with all” her; bod! 
Daristies can give. 

at are ye all? 


ad otic 3 loſt!” Sy O Wah ae Sele 
ſhadows never return to darken my ſoul! Mathe 
God in whom I truſt, *preſerve'me from All £4] 
temptations; may his mercy &yer pro mage and gut 

moe; and bring me, in the end, td that Rat 0 
incorruptioh and immortality,” whith T ho Abe, 
through the merits and mediation of our Pleſſed 
e e Saviour K. Our. e Fe 4285 2 
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1 ableheſs and folly” f national an reli, ious 
_— judices, that one would imagine it Thou! d 1 in- 
tirely baniſn thoſe ödious and a princi- a 
ples from the whole Cktiſtian World. But daily : 
experience too plainly diſcovers the A0 5 
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have the greateſt zeal for the good of ſouls, are 


of all others the readieſt to condemn thoſe who 


diſſent from them. It is a common (though falſe 
aſſertion) of libertines, that prieſts of all religions + 
are the fame ; but they might truly affirm, that 


bigots of all religions are the ſame, equally deſtruc- 
tive of the peace of their fellow-creatures, and the. 


' | laws of civil ſociety, What wild havock, what 


horrid ſcenes of blood and ſlaughter have been 
dan miſtaken zeal, and blind prejudice 7 


he hiſtories of former times abound with ſhock - 


ing inſtances of this kind; and, ſtrange inconſif- 
. , tency! the perſecuted party. have no ſooner got 
the upper hand, but they have, with the power 


aſſumed the ſpirit of their perſecutors; and been 
74 of the very acts of injuſtice they had ſo 

_ Joudly exclaimed againſt. It is true, the degrees 

and kinds of perſecution differ, according to tha 


3 notions of the ſects, or the ede a 5 


Jaws of the ſtates where it is practiſed; but perſe- 
cution, in whatever ſhape or degree, is ſtill perf 


cution; and proceeds from that ſpirit of prejudice | 
and bigotry, which makes us look on God as a2 


| xeſpetter of perſons, and on all thoſe who differ 


from us as his enemies, and conſequently deſerv- 
ang nothing at our hands but contempt and eruelty. 
mu 


Thus the furious Roman Catholic brands, with the 
name of heretic, all who are without the pale of 


his church, purſues them with fire and ſword in 
this world, and ſentences them to eternal puniſh- 


ment in the next; and the ſtaunch ſour e peng 
devoutly expatiates on the crying ſin of idolatry, 
never thinks of the Pope without joining him with 


' "Antichriſt and the devil, abſolutely pronounces , 


the church of Rome to be the whore of Babylon, 
and expects (with great chriſtian charity) that in a 


Few ages more, ſhe and all her members, will be 


ſwallowed up in the bottomleſs pit, the lake of fire 


and brimſtone, Nay, the bigats of (even) the little 
trifling ſects into which the reformed religion is 


- ſubdivided, all agree to damn each other, and 


wholly 
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mination, t til Go 'S C urch 
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Ba Jewiſh arne Hey! ad Foe 5X cuſe for 


their ede 5 part 1 manner 15 which ; 


Providence h lad ( 99 1 from the reſt 
of the world ee to be ſome foundation for 
their pride to build e on; and it is not to be wonger- 
ed, that the dark ſhadow of the law, ſhould obſcure © 
the principle of univerſal benevolence... But that 

eople under the glorious diſpenſation of tre goſ- 
pal men, who, pretend, to be followers of that 


eſus, "whoſe whole life Was a ſcenè of modèration 


and charity, who laid do his life for his enemies, 
and prayed. for his murderers: in a word, that 
Chriſtians Thould deſpiſe, Hate, 'and perſecite | their 
fellow-chriſtians,'' is a conſider ation &qually (ma 
lancholy and amazing: Miſtaken men! 12 then 
the great Creator of the univerſe, the preſerver of 
all his creatures, the God df merty,”whs Wo A 
not that any one ſhould periſh, adorable 
being a reſpecter of perfons ? Is his juſtice fo be 
3 by y our fooliſh diſtinctions? Or his mercy: - 
lefſened b by Your afickatitable judgments?” In vain. 


you' would make the Almighty a"party'in your 


quaireh, and retand to be fighting his cauſe? He 


iſclaims ſuch furious chaliifiqns ; Hor will traue 


religion allow of defenders, who are deſtroying. | 


the moſt glorious part of her ſyſtem,” that rinei- 


ple of univerſal charity, Which, in the apoſtolical: 


times, was the diſtinguiſhing mark of Chriſtianity... * 


It was then ſaid, Ser how theſe Chriſtians love 


one another! But now (fad contraſt ) See how- 


theſe Chriſtians hate ohe another?” O bleſſed and 


ever-merciful God! look down with compaſſion. 


on the deplorable ſlate. fthe Chriſtian world! See | | 


how thy church is laid waſte and rent aſunder, by 
the fraud, malice, or blind zeal of articular men: 
in one place over-run by ſuperſtition, in another 
1 ce ptiſm'; ; andevery where tobbed: 
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© © Purity! Reſtore that peace! Heal her breache 
reform her er F avd grant that we may, 
with one heart and one mind, with univerſal love 
and unbounded charity to our fellow-creatures, 
and a firm and lively faith in our bleſſed Redeemer, 


' adore thee the only true God; and after a life of 


Piety and virtue, attain one of unutterable Far 
and happineſs, Amen. 


{tf ' 
* 5 : 


bd oa, thou art my Cod | early will I ſeek thee, 
28 hy Pian Lxiii. 4. 

2 TIF Es we are deprived of all the Joys of life, 
42 betrayed by thoſe we truſted, forſaken by 
our friends, triumphed over by our enemies, and 
robbed of out deareſt hopes, where and to whom. 
_ muſt we go for relief? What comfort can be hoped ; 
in a condition ſo deſperate Will reflection on 
the paſt give us caſe ?!———Alas ! it makes our 
wounds ſtill deeper; and every remembrance of 
the treachery of our friends, or the malice of our 
enemies, draws a new figh from the oppreſt and 
aching heart, and a freſh tear from the ſinking 
eye.— Shall we look forwards P— All dark and 
_ gloomy is the proſpect, and the mind, wearied with 
affliction, and wholly depreſt by grief and. diſap- 
pointmęnts, ſhudders at the thought of launching 
again into the ſea of deluſions ; of again truſting, 
aꝛnd being again deceived, In circumſtances ſo. 
 - deplorable, nothing can calm our grief, nothing 
3 us one moment's peace, but 89 
aſter God; and happy, thrice happy ! that ſoul,. 
that can ſay with 705 ee 0 r e 
art my God ; my. refuge in all my diſtreſſes : my only 

| poke. wad everlaſtin A -A m oY 00 can loak 
uß to the great author of nature with a confidence 
like this, who can ſeek after God with full aſſu- 
rance of finding him, and in him a ſure relief for 
All the troubles and miſeries of life, is ſuperior to 
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all events, and may be happy in the molt terrible. | 
afflitions.. Is he J. pred his eſtate, reduced 
to a deſpiſed and unrelieved 3 7 He is ſtilk 
in the rich pleaſing, hopes, that his God. will ones 
day beſtow on him a glorious. an 8 
inheritance, Is he by death robbed of his deareſt. _ 
friends? His. grief is immediately calmed, by the 
thoughts of that eternal late to which, he is every- 
moment approaching, and where he will meet. 
thoſe dear objeRs of his tenderneſs; never, never 
to be parted from them more. Is his reputation 
made a facrifice to 122 calumny, and himſelf 
condemned, reuiled, and hated, by his acquaint- 
ance ? Still true to his principles, and firm in his. 
truſt on the Almighty, he braves the ſtorm, and 
with joy looks forward to that day, when his ac- 
cuſers ſhall be covered with ſhame and confuſion, 
and his innocence declared in the fight of men. 
and angels. Is he betrayed by thoſe he truſted: 
with an unbounded confidence, by thoſe who were 
dear to him as himſelf, and. for whoſe life he 
- would freely have paid his own ? Even in this; 
affliction (which is of all others. the moſt, grating + 
to human nature) he is ſtill maſter of himſelf, and. . 
poſſeſſing his ſoul. with patience and. reſignation, . 
- looks up to that friend. who, will: never deceive- 
him, to that God who is truth itſelf. Convinced 
of the folly of placing his love and. truſt on crea- 
"tures, he fixes it wholly on the eternal Creator, 
and acknowledges, with ſincerity, the mercy of 
"God, in thus graciouſly releaſing his heart from 
 « thoſe deluding ties, which. had ſo often drawn. 
him from the centre of true happineſs, the end of. | | 
his being. Thus bleſſed is he, Who can ſay with, - 4 
faith, gratitude, and humility, O God, thou art my. \ 
God Grant, O moſt adorable and amnipotent> *' 
Being! grant me this glarious privilege; L have 
nothing more toaſk, That thou art my. God, is a 
bleſſing infinitely greater than the whole creation. 
can beſtow ;- infinitely. beyond all I can aſk on 
_ ... Conceive, Poſſeſſed of this, I can defy * 5 
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04 and f i&ion, of all 15 


kinds, eyen v hat I have moſt Argaded! Welcom 


ind 
ah, 


tainly, O. ou Fountain | 91 1; fe and author of a 


ood, it is thy gracious will that 1 ſhould thus fir 
reſs thee ; elſe yihy this firm reliance on thee in 


all my afflictions ? hy this intire confidence on 


ay mercy and goodnefs i in the midſt of my. ſuffer- 5 


Ings? How often, when my heart has been ſinking 
tes a load of ſorrow, have I found relief an 
comfort by applying. to thee? In troubles Ws 


have 0 pe imp offible to be endured, thou, haſt 


deen my 4 and when at any time 1 have 

| Deen tempted to diſcontent, and dared to murmur 
and complain, how quickly has thy grace enabled 
me to make a new a 

dence! Sure and infallible proofs that thou art 
my God! And O may I never repay thoſe, inſtan- 


ratitude ! Never more diftruſt the power which 
pra {9 often delivered me! But grant, Almighty 


Father, that in all the trials thou haſt allotted me 


zin this mortal ſtate, I may ſeek thee early; and. 
An ſeeking thee, find all the bleſſings thou haſt 

romiſed, peace and perfect tranqui lity | in this. 

tife, and everlaſting j Joy and happineſs i in the next E 


Theſe favours, theſe bleſſings, 1 all Red in the- 


Ec *: 


ho 


name, and for the ſake of, my 3 mercifu 
Jelus Chriſt. ky 


Welcome aifs . 


FEY it is the will [+ heaven |! What hurt 95 24 
apable of doing me, while T 0 fay to the oh 


MA « 


ock of apes, Thou art my God 7 And 2101 | 


of reſignation to thy provi- 


ces of thy compaſſion and tender mercy With in- 
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or ANUARY 754 Gtor to dhe 8 or 
boundleſs 28 8 has ory day, when ſink | 


and ſtill I am ungrateful, and ſti 
make a full end of ſin, and bring in thy pe 


righteouſneſs ? All things are Soffible to 7 2 


and do I not know, do I not taſte that thbu art 


I O my ſun, my ſhield, life of my life, 


ook into my heart; I dare appeal to thine all- 
ſearching eye, that there is nothing ſo dear to i 
but I would this moment part with it for thee. 


And why then, deareſt Lord, wilt thou not form. 135 
thy whole bleſſed image in my ſoul ? My un wor- 
thineſs I know is greater than that of any other 


creature in the univerſe ; but this unworthineſy, 


will the more magnify thy mercy. I have only 


my unworthineſs to plead z and I have no-hape 
but in thine — bloo -Ty 
which Has " my wn cleanſe me alſo from 


every 


1 under great heavinefs both of Cut and body, 
ed up the Ii ht of his countenance upon me, 
* made me drink deep of his redeeming love. — 
O ſweeteſt and moſt n Jeſus ! how | © 
do thy tender mercies follow and 4 my ſoul ; 
I am not aas 
thou wouldſt have me to be! O when wilt ef MOT 


O let this blood, 


every ſin; and let that bleſſed Spirit, who has 
fealed and witneſſed this peace to my ſoul, be now 


Ee = © Of Para 


proſpect, heart-enlivening hopes, let me fink into 
the duſt before thee? God of glory, Ged of purity; 
Fam loſt in ſelf, abaſement! But haſt thou nqt 
promiſed? And wilt thou not fulfil thine owtr 
gracious word? O give me then perfect fanctiſi- 
cation of body, ſoul, and ſpirit; and let this heavy 
eroſs, which ſeems now coming upon me, be, by 
- thine all- powerful grace, turned into a means of 
forwarding thy bleſſed work in my foul. Let everx 
bitter cup which theu permitteſt to be given me, 
be joyfylly received, as ſuffering, in ſome degree, 
to conform me to. thy fufferings; and let me in all 
things, though ever ſo contrary to my corrupt na- 
ture, * ar hi BE ſay ee Lead, not 


oy 
my will, but thing be done. ”, 
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